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Out Of The Hat 

I 
t is a pleasure for me to wel-
come all the new girls and 
their parents to The Wyke-
ham Collegiate community.  I 

am confident that the girls will 
settle in quickly and enjoy their 
years at TWC.   
 

New Staff 
We welcome a number of new 
staff.  
 
In the Senior School: Ant Lovell 
(Grade 12 English locum), Joan 
MacColl (Grades 9 to 11 English 
locum), Illy Alberts (Afrikaans), 
Michelle Segal (Sports Depart-
ment), Debra Moffatt (History), 
Sarah Dottridge (Mathematics), 
Anita Elliot (Geography).   
 

I 
n the Junior School: Glen 
Jenkins (part-time Remedial 
Teacher), Mary-Lou Kemp 
(Remedial teacher), Pam Liv-

ersidge (Grade 2 locum) and Sa-
rah Johnson (Aftercare).  
 
We also welcome Sharon van 
Deventer (Housemother) and 
Carl Barends (Driver).  
 
Our teacher Interns for 2014 are:  
Rowan Ainsworth, Karin Pre-
cious, Calie-Jo AôBear, Hannah 
Gardiner, Neo Matlala and Simo-
ne Taylor; we welcome all of 
them and hope that they enjoy 
their learning experience at TWC. 
 

Other Staff News 
We congratulate Jaco and Leigh 
Goosen on the birth of Charlotte 
on 14 December; Alida Steyn on 
her engagement; Lyndal Robert-
son on her selection to umpire 
the Investec Internal international 
hockey series with Holland, Scot-
land, Australia and Belgium.  
 

Congratulations! 

D 
uring the December 
holiday the Estate staff 
were very busy with the 
usual maintenance pro-

jects as well as upgrading differ-
ent areas of the school.  

I would like to thank Barry Moig, 
Theunis Ferreira and the Estate 
staff for all their hard work.  

Besides the usual maintenance, 
some of the projects included:  

§ Resurfacing tennis courts: 
completion delayed by rain, 
hopefully completed by 10 
February. 

§ Painting of a number of areas 
in the school. 

§ Renovation of boarding bath-
rooms: phase 2 completed, 
phase 3 has started. 

§ Upgrading of boarding      
common rooms continued; 
Junior Wing to start soon. 

§ Phase 2 of classroom air    
conditioner installation. 

§ Removal of carpets in Grade 8 
and Grade 9 boarding; sanding 
and varnishing of parquet 
flooring in passages and dining 
room. 

§ Sanding and varnishing of par-
quet flooring in Junior and 
Senior School passages. 

§ Carpeting of entrance foyer. 

§ Carpet cleaning throughout the 
school. 

§ Relaying paving in circle of 
drive. 

§ Renewal of Sensopathic / 
Fairy Garden. 

§ Renovation of 77B Villiers 
Drive. 

 

T 
he IT department was 
also busy with the instal-
lation of 50 new desk top 
computers. 

 

Grade 12 Exam Results 
We were very pleased with our 
Grade 12 results at the end of 
2013. I congratulate all the girls 
and the teachers on their 
achievements.  
 
We achieved a 100% pass rate, 
with Ruby Gill achieving 9 distinc-
tions and Tatum Shand 8 distinc-
tions. Ruby was on the IEB     
National Achievers list for Com-
mendable Achievement. We 
achieved 12 positions in the top 
1% of candidates per subject  
nationally and 203 distinctions 
overall.  
 

W 
hile it is easy to   
focus on the top 
achievers and Sen-
ior School teachers, 

it is important to remember that 
good foundations are laid in a 
Junior School, and no matter 
what the girlsô results are, it is 
important that all girls manage to 
achieve the results of which they 
are capable. 



 

 Grade 8 Orientation 
The Grade 8 Orientation week-
end, The Next Chapter, was held 
at the school before the start of 
the academic year. It provided an 
opportunity for parents and girls 
to meet each other and for the 
boarders to settle in before the 
year actually starts. Feedback 
from both girls and parents was 
very positive and I look forward 
to getting know the girls during 
the year. Thank you to Mrs Kerry 
Aldum and her team of staff for 
all their hard work. 
 

Grade 12 2014 
I met with the Grade12 girls and 
parents at the start of the year to 
outline the schoolôs expectations 
and the IEB requirements. This 
was followed by the Grade 12 
Prayer Service, which set the 
tone for the year. The Grade 12s 
are an enthusiastic group of girls 
and I am looking forward to work-
ing with them.  
 

B 
elow is some advice 
written by Dr Stephen 
Cowan after practising 
paediatrics for 25 years. 

 
The information has been 
adapted from an article on the 
website called MindBodyGreen. 

 
1. Growth and develop-
ment are not a race 
These days weôre in such a rush 
to grow up. In our mechanized, 
post-industrialized world of speed 
and efficiency, we've forgotten 
that life is a process of ripening. 
To get good fruit, you need to 
nourish strong roots. Pay atten-
tion to the ground that supports 
your childôs life: go for a walk with 
your child, eat with your child, 
play together, and tell her a story 
about your experience as a child.  
 
 

2. Creating family tradi-
tions encourages 
strong roots and a 
healthy life 

This takes time and practice. Per-
sonal traditions are sacred be-
cause they promote exchanges 
that strengthen bonds of love and 
intimacy and build the kind of 
confidence that will carry your 
child through this world.  
 

3.  We grow in cycles 
There is a rhythm and pulse to 
each childôs life ï sometimes fast 
and intense, sometimes slow and 
quiet. Just as each spring brings 
a renewed sense of appreciation 
for life, each stage of a childôs life 
is a time of new discovery and 
wonder. After all, learning is not 
just a process of accruing infor-
mation. It's the process of trans-
forming our ideas, and sometimes 
this requires forgetting in order to 
see with fresh eyes. Some chil-
dren will take a step backward 
before making a giant leap for-
ward. Growing in cycles means 
that we donôt get just one chance 
to learn something. The same 
lesson will offer itself up to us 
again and again as we pass 
through the seasons of our life. 
There is deep forgiveness in this 
way of understanding childhood, 
which I find takes the pressure off 
parents to ñget it rightò the first 
time. 
 

4. Encouragement is not 
the same as indul-
gence.  

We are not in the business of 
raising little kings and queens. 
They donôt do well in our society. 
Recent studies have shown that 
indulgence actually weakens your 
childôs powers to survive, deflat-
ing motivation and diminishing 
feelings of success.  
 
Encouragement means putting 
courage in your child, not doing 
things for her.  

Create a supportive context that 
will open up a path without push-
ing your child down it. Uncondi-
tional love is the scaffolding that 
encourages your child to take 
chances, to experiment, and to 
fail without judgment.  
 

S 
ometimes being an en-
couraging presence in 
your childôs life means 
standing a little off in the 

background, there to offer a com-
passionate hand when circum-
stances call for it, but trusting in 
his innate ingenuity. There is 
spaciousness in encouragement. 
Indulgence, on the other hand, 
limits freedom by inflating a 
childôs sense of entitlement and 
reducing the patience needed to 
work through obstacles when he 
doesn't instantly get his way. In-
dulgence leads to small-minded 
thinking. 
 
I wish you all a happy and pros-
perous 2014. 
 
Susan Tasker 
Lady Principal 

http://www.mindbodygreen.com/tag/forgiveness.html
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I  tôs one and half weeks into the term, and it has been so good to note the 
energy and   enthusiasm of staff, girls and  
parents at the start of the new year. We all 
need routines, rhythms and a sense of pur-
pose; good schools which have a vision of 
developing both minds and hearts certainly 
provide focus, purpose and impetus. 
 

I have enjoyed connecting with new parents 
and their daughters and wish them a long 
and happy association with the school. 
 

D uring the opening Junior School      
assembly, the girls were introduced to 

the theme for the year: UNITY IN DIVERSI-
TY. Speaking at the Memorial Service for 
Nelson Mandela, Barack Obama commented 
thus; ówe can choose to be defined not by our 
differences but by our common hopes of 
peace, justice and opportunityô. Obamaôs 
words are a powerful reminder of what unites 
us ï of our common humanity. However, dif-
ferences and diversity are also to be cele-
brated and appreciated. The staff and I look 
forward to the unfolding of the theme across 
all grades; a theme which will embrace a  
variety of topics such as families, schools, 
fauna, flora, nationalities, the arts and sport. 
During conversations, assemblies, lessons 
and activities, as the girls grow in insight and 
understanding, the need for kind hearts and 
respectful attitudes will, I am sure, become 
more apparent. 
 

Flick Wright - Headmistress 
 

Abongile Lotz  

Zita Sewram  

Jamie Zwart  

Poppets 

First Day  



 

 

Ready for  

swimming 

is Regan Jones 

of Grade R  

Enjoying  

ôbreak-timeõ  

in the enhanced  

Sensopathic Garden 

are Grade 3s  

(left to right)  

Emma Harrison and 

Erin Ellis.  

Left to right:  

Zodidi Gumede,  

Sarah Stewart and  

Emma Hatfield,  

also in the  

Sensopathic Garden.  



 

 

Dear Parents 
 
We need your co-operation in easing 
congestion at drop-off and collection. 
 
* Senior Day Girls, please use the 
entrance in Voortrekker Road. 

 
* Most Junior Day Girls, to please 
use the gate from the main parking 
in Villiers Drive (towards the hock-
ey field).  Would Junior School 
parents please also refer to the 
letter from Mrs Wright. 

 
* Only cars bearing a TWC window 
sticker may drive onto the premis-
es.  If you require vehicle entry for 
medical reasons please contact 
Fiona at Junior Reception, or 
Louise at Senior Reception. 

 
* Along the fence down Villiers Drive 
Parking is a DROP&GO zone. 
(Marked by a RED line) - for drivers 
who do not leave their cars.  If you 
are parking and leaving your car, 
please use the ñangledò parking so 
that you do not obstruct the flow in 
the DROP&GO zone. 

 
Please do not stop on the  
PEDESTRIAN CROSSING. 

 
As you leave the school towards 
town, kindly allow vehicles to turn 
across the traffic into the school 
parking and into Dan Pienaar from 
the top of Roberts Rd. 
 
All parkings between the front gate 
and the turning circle are reserved 
for Staff until 15:00. 

Trevor Watson 

BUSINESS MANAGER 

TRAFFIC & PARKING ï 2014    

 
Thank you for your 
patience and  
courtesy. 



 

 

LOST PROPERTY 
Nothing is lost until your mother canôt find it! Please be reminded to check the Lost Property if an item 
canôt be found. The photographs below were taken at the end of last year clearly indicating how many 
items that were placed in Lost Property.  
 
If you are looking for any items, please contact Mrs Fiona Hedderwick in the Junior School or Mrs Louise 

Maher in the Senior School.  

JEWELLERY FOUND 
A diamond wedding ring was found after last yearôs Festival of Praise and a gold bracelet was 
handed in to the Junior School. If  any of these items belong to you, kindly contact Ms Tasker on 
033-342 0752. 
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This year, we are again hoping to attract 
your support for Upstream 2014 through 
page sponsorship.   
 
The cost of sponsorship is:   
 * R200 per page 

* R400  inside front cover and inside 
back cover 

 

The text will be printed across the bottom of 
the page and could read something like: 
 

ñThis page sponsored by the  
Smith Familyò  

OR  
ñThis page sponsored by Grade 12, 2014ò 

OR 
 ñThis page sponsored by Smith 

Engineeringò 
 

Please would you make your bookings by  
e-mailing the Upstream Editor, Ant Lovell, on 
antony.l@twc.org.za or leaving a message 
for him at Senior School Reception.   

mailto:antony.l@twc.org.za


 

 
 
 
 
 

 
TWC PARENTS WHO PRAY: 2014  

 

Over the years, several parents of girls from both the Junior and Senior Schools at TWC have met week-
ly to pray for TWC.   
 
PLEASE feel free to join us each Friday morning at 7:30 in the Meeting Room 1 (next to the Main Recep-
tion) for a time of prayer for, amongst other things, the Christian life of the School; wisdom for the 
Schoolôs leadership; protection as girls and staff engage in a range of activities and trips and for the gen-
eral needs of the girls, staff and parents. 
 
We appeal to those who are committed but cannot be physically present to consider praying in their own 
space or place for the TWC Community each Friday morning.  
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any queries or would simply like to connect and indicate your 
commitment to praying for TWC. 
 
Thank you 
Linda Grant 
(ajsgrant@home.vnh.co.za) 
 

The Parentsõ Association  

AGM  

will take place on  

Wednesday 5 March  

at 17:30  

in the Atrium.  

 

You are welcome to attend!  

mailto:ajsgrant@home.vnh.co.za


 

 

TENNIS 
Our U11 and our Open Tennis 
Teams played against Wembley 
on Monday 27

 
February.  

 
Our Open team won 23ï13 and 
our U11 Team won 22ï6. Well 
done to both teams; thank you to 
Mrs Brombacher and Mrs Wood-
ley who travelled with the teams. 
 

 

Junior  
School  

SWIMMING  
 

Our A and B Teams took part in 
the Merchiston Gala on Tuesday 
28 February. Our A Team came 
second and our óB Team came 
sixth. Well done to both teams.  
 
Our C and D Gala, which is to be 
held at TWC on Thursday 6 Feb-
ruary, will start at 14:30 and not 
at 15:00 as stated in the calen-
dar. 
 
Gaynor Weir 
Sports Co-ordinator 

Senior  
School  

CANOEING 
The Drak Challenge took place on the Umzimkhulu River. Despite the 
low water levels, this SA K1 championship continued with a format 
that was brought in to accommodate the low conditions. This meant 
that the race was shortened, with each day being roughly 20km.  
 
Katherine Barry and Emma Moor both participated in the race in K2s 
with their fathers. This was Katieôs second time and Emmaôs first 
down the river. They both paddled extremely well and showed great 
strength with Katie and her father managing to secure 3rd in the 
mixed doubles category and Emma and her father coming 11th in the 
mixed doubles. Sarah Harries completed the race in a K1 and came 
5th in the U18 section.  

Sarah Harries 



 

 
Dash and Crash  

The canoeing season started  
with an action-packed weekend 
for the girls. With Dusi just 
around the corner, a couple girls 
have trained right through the 
season. The weekend saw a 
number of girls taking part in 
three races, which is very unusu-
al. 
 
The first race of the weekend was 
the Dash and Crash K2 event 
which saw Sarah Harries and her 
partner dominating the field and 
they finished 3rd overall in the 
Ladies category and 2nd overall 
in the U18 field.  
 
Katherine Barry raced with Holly 
Edmonds and managed to com-
plete the race in a respectable 
time.  
 
Sarah Dixon and Emma Moor 
completed the race with their par-
ents. 
 
The K1 race saw our U18 age 
group getting off to a strong start 
with the following results: 
 
Sarah Harries came 4th,    Holly 
Edmonds 5th and Katherine Bar-
ry 8th; Gemma Lawson finished 
4th overall in the U16 age group.  
 
These are excellent results and 
have helped to start the Inter-
Schools league strongly.  
 
Sarah Harries participated in the 
Campbells to Dusi bridge race 
and managed a 2nd place in the 
U18 age group. Holly Edmonds, 
Katherine Barry, Sarah Dixon and 
Emma Moor raced with their fa-
thers.  
 
Well done on an excellent start to 
the season. We wish you well for 
the final Dusi preparations. 
 

Sports Department 
 
 

 

 
Jodie Koenig represented the KwaZulu-Natal U14 
Water Polo team at the Inter-Provincial held in 
East London during the December holidays. Their 
team played against Gauteng in the finals and 
came home victorious with a gold medal.  
 
Jodie was a star performer scoring a number of  
goals for her province. Well done, Jodie! 

WATER 
POLO 

SWIMMING  

The 2014 swimming season got 
underway last week, Friday, 
when TWC hosted their internal 
TOP TEN CHAMPIONSHIP 
GALA. Many of the girls were 
able to better their correspond-
ing times from last yearôs gala 
but several others are still re-
covering from their extra-long 
December vacation. It is imper-
ative that all our swimmers get 
back to serious training as soon 
as possible. 
 
On Saturday several of our top 
swimmers attended the Mid-
lands Championship Gala 
where they pitted their skills 
against swimmers from all 
around PMB and the Midlands. 
We are delighted with the num-
ber of our swimmers who 
achieved their Midlands Colours 
and Half Colours. 
 
 

FULL COLOURS 
Catherine Royden Turner 
Chelsea Meiring 
Tara Wheeler 
 
HALF COLOURS 
Jessica Reimers 
Sarah Dixon 
Rachel Taylor 
Tshiamo Tshabalala 
Shaunagh Lesur 
 
Congratulations to Chelsea Me-
iring and Catherine Royden-
Turner for each winning four gold 
medals. 

WELL  

DONE 



 

 

Gala at Epworth 
Ten teams participated in the Epworth 25m gala which took place on Wednesday. This splash-and-dash 
gala is always a close affair. Only twelve points separated the top four teams making this yearôs gala the 
closest finish yet.  
 
Congratulations to TWC swimmers whose consistent top three finishes enabled them to win the 25m gala 
for the first time in recent years. 
 

    1st TWC 
    2nd St Anne's 
    3rd  Epworth 
    4th  GHS 

 

Girls practising their dives off the new starting blocks. 

REMINDER 
 
The GHS 
Night Gala  

will take place on  
Friday 7 February  
at GHS from 
18:00 to 19:30. 



 

 TUKS NETBALL ROADSHOW 
On Tuesday evening TWC was 
very fortunate to host the Tuks 
Netball Team as they presented 
their pre-season roadshow in 
KZN. Receiving four hours of 
coaching from the countryôs top 
players is a privilege and the 
feedback from the players was 
overwhelmingly positive.  

TENNIS 

It was wonderful to have our 
younger players there and to 
watch them engaging with the 
senior girls who are often their 
role models. As coaches we are 
certainly brimming with new ide-
as and are looking forward to the 
season ahead. 

NETBALL 

The tennis season has got off to 
a challenging start with 54 girls 
signing up for team tennis and 65 
signing up for social tennis. The 
TWC girls are looking forward to 
playing on their 7 brand new ten-
nis courts which will be complet-
ed in the next week. The team 
girls have travelled to Kershaw 
Park for practices and the social 
girls have been playing mini-
tennis and balloon-tennis in the 
Indoor centre. 

Progress on the tennis courts  


