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 THE WYKEHAM COLLEGIATE  

I  thank director, Mr Ant Lovell, and the cast of The 

Miracle Worker for their superb production of this spell
-binding story of Helen Keller and Anne Sullivan. What 
an outstanding performance by all those on stage!     
Congratulations to you all, and heartfelt thanks to Ant 
and Moira Lovell and Jane Howes, as well as to those 
who assisted with costumes, stage and many other 
important tasks. I hope that many girls and their par-
ents had the pleasure and privilege of watching this 
fine production.  
 
I congratulate our swimmers on an excellent season, 
culminating in their historic victory at the Inter-schools 
Gala. Special congratulations go to those who have 
swum for Midlands and KZN.  Claire Conlon has done 
particularly well, being chosen as Vice-Captain of the 
KZN Schoolsô Swimming team and winning the U18 
50m Breaststroke at Level 3 Championships in East 
London last weekend. This win places her in first posi-
tion in the country in this particular age group. Well 
done, Claire. We are very proud of you. 
 
As you know, my theme this year is Growing People. I 
thank the staff for their dedication and willingness to 
go the extra mile to make life at school a stimulating 
experience for every TWC girl. This is what makes this 
place so special and affords the girls the opportunities 
to grow into well-balanced people, ably prepared for 
the real world. 
 

There is so much that teachers do beyond preparing 
lessons, teaching, marking and writing reports.  
 
Here are a few examples of different ways they help to 
grow the girls as people: 

 

giving extra lessons and tutorials to those in need 

taking girls on valuable educational trips and week-

end camps 

running clubs and societies for girls to discover and 

nurture new talents and interests 

encouraging academic, sporting and cultural talents 

through olympiads, quizzes, competitions, tourna-
ments, plays, concerts and the like 

 

organising and accompanying girls on community 

service activities 

giving girls the opportunity to learn through fund- 

raising and planning for functions such as Balls 

awakening in the girls a desire to serve others and 

to safeguard our precious environment 

encouraging girls to build good relationships with 

each other and with God 

encouraging clear thinking and leadership skills 

guiding and counselling those in their care 
 
 

Thank you staff - teachers, boarding staff, admin staff, 
all support staff - thank you to all who work here.    
Together may we continue to make school a better 
place for all the girls and their families. 
 
Parents, please link your existing Makro card (or apply 
for a new one) to TWC, so that we can benefit every 
time you make any purchase at Macro. You will      
receive a form with your report. It is a simple and easy 
way to raise funds that we can use towards bursaries 
or new projects. 
 
We have received several e-mails from concerned 
parties warning us that the Soccer World Cup is a time 
when kidnapping may be prevalent. Certain individuals 
have been caught taking photographs of children   
outside public schools. 
 
Please take note of this and be vigilant about your 
childrenôs whereabouts at all times and especially  
during the long June/July holiday when they are not at 
school.  
 
We are all looking forward to celebrating our 20

th
  

Birthday in May. As you saw in the last Hat Chat, 
preparations and plans are all in place for a happy and 
memorable celebration. A programme is included later 
in Hat Chat and we urge you to join in the fun.  
 
JUDITH BROWN 
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 SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS  
 
 
The girls have indeed been busy this term and 
I really would like to commend them on their 
efforts. Our Easter Egg drive has been very 
successful and a total of 6605 eggs was     
collected.  Grade 8B won the competition. The 
following organisations are recipients of the 
Easter Eggs: Reach Out (5000 eggs), Sunny-
side and Riverside Home for the Aged, PMB 
Childrenôs Home and Rotary Teddy Bearsô 
Picnic. 

 
This year we have reintroduced the annual knit

-in. Each girl is expected to knit at least ONE 
square (40 stitches and 40 rows) using size 8 
needles and double knitting wool. As about 

75% of our young ladies do not seem to be 
able to knit, they have been challenged with the 

task of getting Mum, Gran or an aunt to  knit a 
square for them.  

All squares should be handed in by the end of 
the first week of Term 2, so that the House 
Captains can arrange to have them made up 
into blankets.  Please note squares may be 
knitted in  any colour.  

Pam Esterhuysen 

 

 

 

Senior School  

Photographic Competition  

ôDawn to Dusk @TWCõ 

 

Sections:   Junior  (Gr 8 and 9)  

  Senior  (Gr 10 - 12)  

 

Categories:    

Human Interest  

School Environment  

School Event  

Digitally manipulated image  

Size:  Minimum 5óx 7ó      

Maximum 8óx 10ó (A4) 

 

All entries must be mounted.  

 

Number of entries: Each entrant may    

enter ONE photograph in each category  

(4 photographs in total).  

 

Closing date:  30 April 2010  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our TWC debaters have worked hard and with     

commitment this term and have completed 5 league 
rounds.  We have had a number of best speakers and 
a large number of successful debates. 
 
Senior best speakers 
Siphokazi Mnguni, Ashleigh Farquharson, Emily Pot-
gieter and Palesa Tshabalala. 
 
Junior best speakers 
 Divena Naidoo, Danielle Mitchell, Catherine Willemse. 

DEBATING   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Grade 8 league is hosted at school and every 
Thursday afternoon, 24 noisy and excited debating 
teams converge in the Senior School Quad.  I do    
believe that socialising is also a key feature of this 
league.  
 
Grade 8 best speakers 
Mueenah Kododia and Juene Ferreria. 
 
Mrs Pam Esterhuysen - Cultural Activities and 
Community Service Outreach Co -ordinator 
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Eco Team Update 

Owing to a municipal water switch-

off on Wednesday 17 March, girls and 
staff were without this taken-for-
granted commodity. The obvious    
effects were endured and grumbled 
about for seven hours, and then, óYah, 

itôs raining again!ô was heard. This, ironically          
happening during National Water Week, was a     
blessing in disguise, because it was a much-needed 
reminder of just how precious and crucial water is to 
us. 
 
Here are practical ways to save water; weôve heard 
them all before, but we need to hear them again ï 
 

take short showers instead of bathing 

use a mug of water to rinse when brushing teeth 

fix that drip 

use a bucket of water to wash and rinse the car ï 

not a hosepipe 

install a tank to collect rainwater for garden use 

use a small basin of water and not a running tap 

recycle bath water for garden use 

plant water-wise indigenous plants 

water gardens early or late in day 

 
Of interest ï Scientists predict that climate change will 
lead to many areas of our country having up to 10% 
less rainfall than at present. This is an important rea-
son for needing to manage our water more carefully in 
future. (Envirokidz Magazine) 
 
Bev Kuhn 
Junior School Environmental Club Co-ordinator 

 

Each year the world celebrates earth hour around 

the world.  This is on Saturday 27 March at 20:30 ï 
21:30 SAST. We encourage each and every family to 
switch off all electrical appliances as well as lights for 
this hour on Saturday evening. Together, we can 
make a difference. 
 
Pam Esterhuysen 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS  

Itôs hard to believe that the end of the term is 

upon us. Itôs been a very busy few months but 
there have also been quieter moments and times 
for gentle play, poetry writing, art and personal  
reflection. The school is a microcosm of society, 
and in an often topsy-turvy world, we need to try  
to ensure that there is a balance and the right 
sense of focus. 
 
Some of the more lively and exciting activities    
during the past weeks have included galas, a 
Maths Relay, Dadsô / Mumsô and daughtersô        
evenings, field trips, Ellis Pearsonôs Man up a 
Tree, and learning the Diski dance! 
 
Parents and girls who responded positively to our 
appeal for Easter eggs and knitted squares are 
sincerely thanked. We are thrilled with the squares 
and the beautiful blankets that have come in. 
 
As the term draws to a close, I would like to appeal 
to parents for support in the following areas:- 
 
The art of conversation. Please expect your 
daughters to speak appropriately without overus-
ing words such as ólikeô, óawesomeô, ósoooô and 
ówhateverô or adding ónotô to the end of a sentence. 
 
The use of e-mail and other technology such as 
cellphones. Girls need to be aware that there is a 
code of conduct to be observed when communi-
cating with others; failure to use technology wisely 
and appropriately can have serious conse-
quences. 
 
The establishment of healthy eating habits and 
bedtime routines. 
 
The encouragement of attitudes of respect and 
appreciation with regard to the staff who assist 
with cleaning the school, preparing meals, working 
in the grounds etc. 
 
I believe that one of the key strengths of this 
school is the close relationship we enjoy with    
parents. And so together, we will continue to     
endeavour to raise our girls to delight in the rigour 
and stimulation of learning, but also to be compas-
sionate, responsible people who live meaningful 
lives. 
 
I wish you all a wonderful holiday! 
 
FLICK WRIGHT - JUNIOR SCHOOL HEADMISTRESS 

Doug and Emma Wayt with their special box creation made 
during the Grade 1 Dadsô and Daughtersô Evening 

Emily and Cathy Starmer enjoy time together at the Grade R 
Mumsô and Daughtersô Evening 
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The Wykeham Collegiate 
 
 

In keeping with the Junior Schoolôs  
theme for 2010 

óLetôs Celebrateô 
a seminar for parents and friends has been 

arranged. 

 
Details are as follows:- 

 
Celebrating Health Seminar 

 
Date: Thursday 22 April 
Time: 07h45 ï 09h30 
Venue: Functions room 

 
GUEST SPEAKERS 

 

Biokinetist, Jeannie Strauss   
Core Strength / Endurance 

 
and 

 

Dietician, Danielle Beaumont 
Nutrition ï exploring the link between diet 
and maximising your childôs potential. 

 

Cost: R20 per person, payable in cash on 
registration. 
 
 
RSVP:  Fiona Hedderwick  
  (Junior School Secretary)  
  by Monday 19 April. 
 

e-mail: fionah@twc.org.za 
tel:     033-342 0752 
fax:    086 508 4197  

DYSLEXIA -  HOW CAN WE HELP  
 
On Friday 12 March the Junior School hosted 
Sharon Gerken who gave an address entitled 
óDyslexia, how can we help?ô This was attended by 
the Junior School staff, together with some teach-
ers from Cordwalles. 
 
Sharon comes from Salt Rock and started the  
Dyslexia Foundation of South Africa. Sharon is 
dyslexic, as are her sons, and this stimulated her 
interest in studying The Davis Dyslexic Course in 
London. This course stresses that dyslexics need 
constant visual input and pictures to understand 
words and numbers. The term óDyslexicô means an 
inability to work with words. Dyslexics are also 
sometimes referred to as Learning Disabled. It is 
felt that Dyslexics are often only properly identified 
in Grade 4, at approximately the age of nine, when 
reading demands become greater. 
 
Dyslexics have a cluster of symptoms, and most 
teachers are familiar with these ï that Dyselxics 
can be hyper or hypo active, can be talented in art, 
music or sport, and can be confused by letters, 
words and verbal explanations. 
 
It was encouraging to hear Sharon reinforce   
methods which are being used in many schools, 
such as enlarging the font size, using visual and 
tactile stimuli, and using syllabification to help with 
reading and spelling. 
 
Sharonôs talk stimulated questions and a lot of  
discussion. Teachers felt the afternoon had been 
most interesting, particularly as they could all 
vouch for the fact that dyslexic children are often 
imaginative and talented. 
 
Gill Fforde - Junior School Remedial Teacher 

The Grade 5s were involved in the distribution of Easter 
Eggs to various hospitals and Old Age Homes in and 
around the city.  This group of girls visited the patients of 
Northdale Hospital. 

mailto:fionah@twc.org.za


Volume 13 Issue 5                                                           Friday 26 March 2010    Page  6 

 

GENERAL SCHOOL NEWS  

News from Sickbay  
If you have misplaced your glasses, please check 

with Sister Timm as there are some 
pairs of glasses in Sickbay to be 
claimed. 

SHOP INVOICES  
We are concerned that parents might be irritated with the 
overload of information in that invoices for purchases 
through the shop are both emailed individually and then 
again, listed in an email at month end. 
 
With effect from 1 May, individual shop invoices will only be 
emailed on the request of parents.  All parents will still   
receive the list of purchases at the end of each month.         
(The total of this list reflects as a single item on the monthly 
statement). 
 
Requests to continue receiving individual emails throughout 
the month must please be made by email to                    
Jessica.G@twc.org.za or by fax to Jessica Lucas at 086 
530 2507. 
 
Trevor Watson - Company Secretary 

FLOWER MUMS  
 

We appreciate your wonderful  arrangements 
throughout  our school  

and at special functions this term.   
Thank you for your time and talent   

so graciously given to us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carryl-Anne Schwegmann ï  Marketing Department 

This is just a reminder to all our TWC parents to    
remember to use their MySchool card when shopping 
at any shop that displays the MySchool logo.  A few 
of shops in our region that support    MySchool are 
Woolworths, Reggieôs, Hayfields Pharmacy, Feder-
ated Timbers, Moffatt Optical, Engen Petrol Stations, 
Spur ï El Sombrero, Toys óRô Us, Ola - Milky Lane 
(Liberty Mall), Bookworld (Cascades), Cafe Boyd, 
Sunglass Zone, Coffeeberry Cafe (Cascades), Spur ï 
Boulder Creek, Waltons Stationery, Jackôs Paint & 
Hardware (for more partners involved with MySchool, 
please look at the MySchool website:  
www.myschool.co.za) 
 
If any of our parents who have not yet registered with 
MySchool and would like to do so, please contact Mrs 
Carryl-Anne Schwegmann in the Marketing Depart-
ment for any further details. 
 
 

Keep swiping and thank you all for your support ! 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  
 

To the winners of the TWC Supper Club Draw. 

 
 1st Prize of R3000  Shereen da Costa 
 2nd Prize of R1000 Terry Thompson 
 3rd Prize of R500  Nicky Taylor 

 
 
 
 
 
It is advisable that the girls have their flu injections in 
the holidays. 
 
Sister Timm 

http://www.myschool.co.za
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SATURDAY 15 MAY 2010  
08h40 Performance by Wind Band in Atrium before 

service 
09h00 Service in Atrium 
09h50 Sod Turning Ceremony 
10h00 Celebratory 20

th
 Birthday Tea  

10h45 Mass Gym Display on Astro  
11h40 Old Girls AGM in MLT 
12h00 Tours of the School 
13h00 Lunch  
 
The evening has been left free for Old Girls to net-
work with their friends and to arrange any specific 

year group reunions. 

FRIDAY 14 MAY 2010  
07h45 Special Assembly in Atrium ï Time Line 
08h30 Enjoy Flowers and Art through the School 
09h00 Old Girlsô Golf Day at Victoria Country Club 
15h00 Tours of the School  (Flowers through the 

School/ Art Displays/Archival Displays) 
17h30 Cocktail Party hosted by PA (on Top Field) 
18h30 Music over Maritzburg on Top Field  

FOUNDERSô WEEKEND  
Friday 14 May & Saturday 15 May 

FLOWERS * FUN * FANTASY!  
Flowers through the School ï Theme:  Back to School 

Open to Old Girls , parents, grandparents & current pupils 

 

We want to FILL the school with flowers and showcase The Wykeham Collegiate Fam-

ilyôs talent and creativity.  A label will be placed on each arrangement with the arrangerôs details and 

their connection to The Wykeham Collegiate.  You donôt need to be a professional to take part and we 

need both large and small arrangements, so you will not be called upon to do a large mass if you do not 

want to!  Groups are also most welcome to take part. 

Contact Convenor:  Maryanne Schmidt   gschmidt@intekom.co.za or 083 265 5577 

 
 

Music over Maritzburg  

Cocktail Party 
 

Parents, Old Girls and friends of the school are cordially invited to attend the celebratory Cocktail Party 

prior to Music over Maritzburg. 

 

Date:  Friday 14 May 2010 

Time: 17h30 

Venue: Marquee on Top Field 

 

Note:  Welcome drink and light snacks will be served ï sponsored by the PA. 

  Cash Bar available (Bar will close at start of Music over Maritzburg) 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR PICNIC SUPPER & CHAIRS  

FOR MUSIC OVER MARITZBURG 

 
 

mailto:gschmidt@intekom.co.za
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Are you an  

Old Girl of  

Girlsô Collegiate  

or Wykeham? 
 

Do you still have  

your uniform?  

Can you help? 
 
We are looking for old school uniforms from 
Girlsô Collegiate and Wykeham for displays 

during our 20
th
 Birthday celebrations.  

 
If you have any form of the old uniforms or 
know of someone who does, please could 
you contact our archivist, Cathy Davie, on 

cathyd@futurenet.co.za or by telephone on 
033-345 5130 or 083 320 4595. 

mailto:cathyd@futurenet.co.za



