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 THE WYKEHAM COLLEGIATE  

 
The new term has begun with a flourish and, although 
short, is full of exciting happenings. The Grade 12s will 
consider their upcoming Ball as the most important 
and significant event on the calendar, the Chamber of 
Commerce will argue that Market Day takes pride of 
place, but I believe the 20

th
 Birthday Celebrations will 

be the termôs highlight for the school as a whole. 
 
Preparations are well under way, memorabilia items 
are on sale, the new flags are flying and there is a 
growing sense of anticipation for the events planned 
for 14 and 15 May. Visit the school shop to buy a    
special birthday teddy or cap. Hoodies will also be on 
sale soon. A full programme is published later in this 
edition of Hat Chat. Please note the dates in your   
calendars and join us for the birthday celebrations. 
 
At the Board Meeting at the end of last term,             
Mr Jeremy Brink was appointed as Acting Chairman 
of our Board of Governors, following the tragic death 
of our Chairman, Prof Steve de Gruchy. Jeremy is a 
Pietermaritzburg attorney and is well known to many 
in the school family. He is married to Bev and his 
daughter, Alex, is in Grade 9. The Board will officially 
elect a new Chairman at the Board Meeting following 
the Founderôs Day AGM. 
 
During the holiday, our 1

st
  Hockey and Netball teams 

played in tournaments in Johannesburg at St Maryôs 
and St Andrewôs Schools. Both teams performed well 
and all the girls were excellent ambassadors for TWC. 
Bronwyn Bodley was selected from 300 participants 
as one of the seven óall starô outstanding Netball   
players and we congratulate her. I thank the staff and 
parents who accompanied the girls to Johannesburg. 
 
The Hockey season has begun well with our 1

st
 Team 

winning against Howick last Saturday. I wish all the 
Hockey and Netball teams a happy and successful 
season filled with challenging competition and much 
good sportsmanship. 
 
In March, Claire Conlon was chosen as Vice-Captain 
of the KZN High Schools Aquatics Team. This team 
was placed first in the SA National High Schools 
Aquatics Championships in Bloemfontein. Last week, 
Claire, together with Tyne Potgieter and Tara-Lynn 
Nicholas, were invited to swim in the SA Nationals in 
Durban.  

Tyne and Tara competed in the Youth Nationals, both 
winning medals in the 50m Breaststroke Finals. Claire 
competed in the Ladies Finals against the best of our 
SA swimmers and came fourth in the 50m Breast-
stroke Finals. This is a tremendous achievement as it 
places her in 4

th
 position in the country! We congratu-

late all three and are very proud of them. 
 
It is wonderful to see the support and enthusiasm of 

parents, staff and girls alike in The Wykeham      

Collegiate, especially in their willingness to arrange 

special items for the girls. However, we need to en-
sure that ALL items that will have the name and/or 

logo of  The Wykeham Collegiate or TWC on them 

comply with our branding requirements. Our brand is 
an integral part of the School image and reputation - 
please help to protect this valuable asset.  
 
Our Marketing Department (Rose Harries and Caz 
Schwegmann) has all the necessary branding specifi-
cations and the pantone colour requirements for our 
branding. All items to be branded need to be approved 
by them (both the item and the logo/text) before orders 
are placed. They may be contacted on the school 
number, 033-342 0752 or on marketing@twc.org.za. 
 
On Wednesday, Grades 10 to 12 enjoyed a fascinat-
ing talk by Claire Janisch on Biomimicry. See details in 
the Eco-Vision article.  
 
In my opening assembly of the term I reminded the 
school of our theme, Growing People, and           
challenged girls to select a particular person (such as 
a classmate they find a little irritating!) to build up in a 
special way this term: investing time, care and prayer. 
If we can look for the good in each person, and focus 
on their strengths rather than their foibles, we can 
build harmony in our school and grow self-esteem in 
each other. ñ Get along with each other; donôt be stuck 
up. Make friends with nobodies; donôt be the great    
somebody. Discover beauty in everyone!ò (Rom 12. 
MSG)  
 
I suggested that we all need to serve each other,    
being prepared to get our hands dirty, helping and 
supporting one another, whilst keeping our hearts 
clean, refraining from gossip and destructive criticism. 
May this term be one of putting others before          
ourselves and building positive relationships. 
 

JUDITH BROWN 
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 SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS  
 
We, as a TWC community, can be proud of the 

efforts of the Senior  girls this Easter holiday.  
 

12 girls helped with the Rotary Teddy Bears    
Picnic at The Botanical Gardens on Easter    
Monday. The girls painted faces, played games 
and handed out a teddy bear to the children.  
 
 Mbali Mlaba and Tamryn Torlage spent 4 days 
of their holiday with children from 49 West 
Street at the Hibberdene Holiday Home.  What 
a wonderful experience for these young       
children to get to 

swim in the sea for the 
first time in their lives. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Interact Club has been very active this year 
and the members have made up 15 love boxes 

for distribution.  Should any parent know of a 
needy project or cause, would they please 
email me and we can follow up.  At our inter-
schoolsô meeting on Friday, we were joined by 
Russell High, GHS and Alexandra High interact 

members.  The group was divided into companies 
which had to make up picture frames, drawings for 
fabric painting and finishing off the painting of build-
ings blocks. The groups had to buy their materials us-
ing small change.  The afternoon activity raised over  
R600 and the money will be donated to a project of 
the groupôs choice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C 
LUBS, SOCIETIES & 

OTHER ACTIVITIES  
The Senior girls have had a busy first 
term and  this term their teams        
approach the league play-offs,       

semi-finals and final rounds. 
 
In the Chess league, the TWC B Pool team will be 
playing for a place in the final round on Monday          
3 May.  The team consists of Manon Berger, Phillipa         
Hillebrand, Stephanie Stretch, Tania Nortier and 
Palesa Tshabalala. 
 
 

This week we hosted Round 6 of 
the PMB Debating league and 
our debaters did us proud.   
 
Congratulations to the Senior 
TWC 1 team who       survived a 

definitional challenge and won their debate against 
Hilton. 

The inter-house knitted square competition is keen 
and we are busy sorting squares for the Mums and 
Support Staff to work their magic on.  We commend all 
the girls, mums and grandmothers who have helped 
with this project.  The winter woollies are pouring in 
and I really must thank you all for your generous    
support. We have pledged a minimum of 20 blankets 
to REACH OUT and the woollies we will divide       
between the various organisations that we support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pam Esterhuysen - Community Outreach Co ordinator 

DEBATING  
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AFS EXCHANGE PROGRAMME MEETING 
 

Wendy Svenson from AFS is holding an Information 
Evening for girls interested in the EXCHANGE     
PROGRAMME. 
 

  Date: Thursday 29 April  

  Time: 6 pm  

  Vanue: Functions Room  
 

The International Year of        

Biodiversity was officially launched 
by German Chancellor, Angela 
Merkel, and UN Secretary Gen-
eral, Ban Ki-Moon, on 11 January 
2010. During this year, people will 
celebrate the     diversity of life on 
the planet.  
 

On Saturday 17 April the Natural Science, Life        
Science, Geography and Mathematical Literacy 
classes carried out a biodiversity census in the senior 
school garden areas.  The draft indigenous tree list 
was checked and verified and we hope to have this 
checklist available soon for those who enjoy the    
dendrological aspects of the environment.  
 
One exciting find in the gardens at the Day Girls     
entrance was a clump of aloe pinosa growing along-
side the pathway. These are endemic in the Mshipini 
area of northern KZN.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Grade 10 ï 12 girls were able to listen to Claire 
Janisch, a Chemical Engineer by profession, talk 
about the most amazing world of BIOMIMICRY.      
She started by asking the question: What if instead of 
just learning ABOUT nature, we started learning from 
nature?  Biomimicry is the science and art of emulat-
ing Natureôs best biological ideas to solve human 
problems.  During the talk, the girls were encouraged 
to use 10 biomimicry ideas to create a new building or 
aircraft, using ideas such as LED lighting, solar-ivy 
panels, and gecko tape. There was no lack of         
response in pupilsô sharing of  their exciting new     
design. 
 
A point to ponder is why the zebra is so important in 
heating and cooling systems. The stripes of the animal 
are there for a reason.  The black strip absorbs heat, 
while the white stripe reflects heat. The direction of the 
stripes allows for aerodynamic heating and cooling of 
the zebraôs body under the harsh African sun. Ellen 
van Velden and Domonique de Klerk designed their 
African orphanage with a zebra-patterned roof.   
 
Two websites recommended for more information on 
this exciting new area of research are: 
www.AskNature.org and www.biomimicryinstitute.org. 
 

Pam Esterhuysen 

On the 14 April four teams of girls entered the BDO 
Inter-schools Quiz preliminary round hosted by Hilton      
College.  Congratulations to the top two teams who 
meet teams from around the Province at the BDO 
Quiz  Final at Clifton College on 19 May, 2010.  

 

Chelsea Strachan, Nicole Brittain, Tatum Treloar and  
Caroline Perkin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A group of our girls have been working hard since last 

term on their piece for Funk 2010 . This is a dance 

programme for schools staged at the Hilton College 
theatre. Each participating school has to prepare a 5-7 
minute piece of dance choreography as well as par-
ticipate in the mass group finale. It is not a competition 
but rather an opportunity for schools to get together 
and create pieces of dance theatre for public perform-
ance. 
 
Mrs Angie Logan has choreographed an exciting 
piece with our girls and we hope you will support them 

by attending Funk 2010. 
 
It will be performed at Hilton College on 15,17,18 
and 19 May at 7.30pm. 
Tickets are R44 and can be booked at Hilton College  
on 033 3830126 or email tickets@hiltoncollege.com 

http://www.AskNature.org
http://www.biomimicryinstitute.org
mailto:tickets@hiltoncollege.com
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS  
GENERAL 
Welcome back to what promises to be an exciting 
second term, during which we celebrate The 
Wykeham Collegiateôs 20

th
 Birthday. As you will 

recall from previous editions of Hat Chat, plans for 
Founders Day week-end are well underway. We 
hope that you will discuss the significance of this 
anniversary with your daughter, bearing in mind 
that TWC is borne of two schools with longstand-
ing and rich traditions Girls Collegiate (1878) and 
Wykeham (1905). 
 
STAFF DEVELOPMENT 
A workshop facilitated by Brian Smith, entitled óThe 
Speed of Trustô, was attended by all staff members 
on 12 April. We were invited to consider the value 
of trust, decide on a common definition of trust and 
then apply some of the concepts and ideas to The 
Wykeham Collegiate. The importance of 
óCharacterô and óCompetenceô with regard to the 
building of trust was emphasised. The Workshop, 
based on the work of Stephen M R Covey was 
both stimulating and challenging. 
 
THE BIG WALK 
A total of 140 girls and teachers enjoyed a spon-
sored walk to Worldôs View on Friday 16 April. The 
idea was initiated by Samantha Yeats; the funds 
raised will go towards caring for rhinos. Parents 
and girls are to be thanked for supporting this plea 
to help save the rhinos ï those beautiful-ugly    
endangered creatures.  
 
We were also surprised and delighted by a very 
generous donation made by the Cordwalles     
community in support of this project. 

 
 

Girls from The Wykeham         

Collegiate Junior School were 
delighted to try out the óBeaniesô 
made by the  grandmother of a 
Grade 5 pupil, Shaunagh Lesur.  
Penny Rutherfoord knitted all 42 
óBeaniesô in bright colours; these 
will bring winter warmth to those 
people who are most vulnerable 
and in need of comfort. 

WALL-HANGING 
After many months of waiting, a unique and beautiful 
wall hanging made by Margie Crookes for óPoppets 
Patchô has arrived. It is well worth viewing and is a 
celebration of South Africa, depicting warthog, nguni 
cattle, chickens, mealies, calabashes, a dung beetle, 
thorn trees and in fact too many splendid creatures 
and features to adequately name and describe!  
 
FLICK WRIGHT - JUNIOR SCHOOL HEADMISTRESS 

 
JUNIOR SCHOOL EASTER EGG COLLECTION 
The Junior School broke last yearôs record for the 
number of Easter eggs collected. This year we       
collected 11 500! A big thank you to all the generous 
people who helped contribute to the appeal. Twelve 
pupils had the pleasure of witnessing the joy on the 
faces of patients at Northdale Hospital, where 600 
Easter eggs were handed out to staff, patients and 
children in the staff crèche. We also delivered Easter 
eggs to local Childrenôs Homes, Old Age Homes and 
disadvantaged crèches. 
 
The school received many letters and phone calls of 
appreciation from the grateful recipients. Your         
generosity has certainly helped brighten the lives of 
many people. 
 
SHARON WOODLEY - Community Services Committee 
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GENERAL SCHOOL NEWS  

 

News from Sickbay  
14 pairs of glasses have been found 
and handed in to Sickbay. Please 
check with Sister Timm if you think a pair may   
belong to you.  

My School Years  Albums  
are being sold by The Wykeham Collegiate Old 
Girls Guild to raise funds for the Old Girlsô Bursary. 
 

The albums enable one to store treasured photos 
and certificates in a well-organised system which 
will be treasured for years to come. The albums 
have pockets for photos and certificates. Each 
grade has a title page with an area to fill in interest-
ing milestones and facts. Space is provided for the 
pasting of class, sporting and cultural photos, as 
well as the childôs individual portrait.  The childôs 
name and birth date can be embossed on the album 
to give it a personal touch. 

 

Attached is an order form. If you are interested, 
please fill it in and return to the class teacher by 
Friday 14 May 2010.  
 
You may prefer to e-mail or fax Alison your order. 
 
Albums can be purchased on school account and 
will take approximately a month to be delivered to 
the school. 
 
Alison Klipp  
Cell: 082 772 9445    
Tel:  033 506-1225   
Fax: 033-506-1224 

BREAKFAST INVITATION  
The Boarder Parents Committee    
extends an invitation to all parents to 
join them for an informal breakfast to 
meet other boarder and day scholar 
parents and to socialise. 

 

Venue:  Essence Deli - Café  
       (Wetherly Centre, 120 Victoria Road)  

Date:     Wednesday 28 April  

Time :    07h30  
 

Please RSVP to Essence Café direct  on  
033-342 9215. 

 
MAIN CARPARK  

 
We are appealing to parents to be more consider-
ate when dropping off and fetching their daughters. 
 
Some parents are stopping near the top of the 
drive-through area. This results in a traffic backlog 
which affects not only our own parents but the gen-
eral public who are using Villiers Drive.  
 
Please park as far down the carpark as possible to 
alleviate congestion. Girls can walk safely up or 
down the path alongside the fence. Alternatively, 
when    collecting your daughter, park far down and 
walk up the path to fetch her.  
 
Please be considerate of others and also of our 
staff who are endeavouring to aid traffic flow! 
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 PRESTIGE MY SCHOOL YEARS PHOTO ALBUM  

ORDER FORM 

A Wykeham Collegiate Old Girls Guild (TWCOGG) fundraiser  

 
Delete what is not applicable /Fill in details for embossing/* Denotes compulsory field  

  
PRESTIGE MY SCHOOL YEARS ALBUM 

  

R435.00* 

NAVY BLUE, ROYAL BLUE,METAL BLUE, METAL-

GREEN,GREEN, LILAC, BURGUNDY,PINK, WHITE, BLACK 

COLOUR CHOICE* 
_________________ 

NAME TO BE EMBOSSED 
  

___________________________________________ 
max18 letters including spaces-print clearly please. 

R55.00 

BIRTH DATE TO BE  EMBOSSED:   
________________ 

  

R45.00 

SET METALLIC CORNERS ON COVER 
YES/NO 

R20.00 

POSTAGE* R60.00* 

   

TOTAL   

CHILDS NAME______________________________________ GRADE_________ 

 

CONTACT TEL HOME____________________________ 

                            WORK____________________________ 

 

CELL________________________E-MAIL___________________________ 

 

DELIVERY WILL BE APPROX FOUR WEEKS. YOU WILL BE NOTIFIED  

ONCE IT HAS ARRIVED AT SCHOOL.                                                               DATE________________________ 

PAYMENT OPTIONS 

I ___________________________ (Parent/Guardian) agree that my child _________________ (childôs name) 
may purchase a MY SCHOOL YEARS ALBUM at the above price on her school account. 
 
Signature__________________________Account number ________________ 

  

If you would prefer to pay by cheque, please make it out to The Wykeham Collegiate. 

  

Direct deposits 
Account name:           The Wykeham Collegiate 
Bank :                         First National Bank 
Branch Name:            Midlands Mall 
Branch code:              25 73 55           
Account number:        50931459892 
Reference:                 TWCOGG ALB /SCHOOL ACC. NUMBER 

Please fax confirmation of payment 

AND name to TWCOGG.  
Contact person: Alison Thomas Klipp  
033 506-1224.  
Enquiries 0827729445 or 033 506-1225. 
  

Many thanks for your order  
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SATURDAY 15 MAY 2010  
08h40 Performance by Wind Band in Atrium before 

service 
09h00 Service in Atrium 
09h50 Sod-turning Ceremony 
10h00 Celebratory 20

th
 Birthday Tea  

10h45 Mass Gym Display on Astro  
11h40 Old Girls AGM in MLT 
12h00 Tours of the School 
13h00 Lunch  
 
The evening has been left free for Old Girls to net-
work with their friends and to arrange any specific 

year-group reunions. 

FRIDAY 14 MAY 2010  
07h45 Special Assembly in Atrium ï Time Line 
08h30 Flowers and Art through the School 
09h00 Old Girlsô Golf Day at Victoria Country Club 
15h00 Tours of the School  (Flowers through the 

School/ Art Displays/Archival Displays) 
17h30 Cocktail Party hosted by PA (on Top Field) 
18h30 Music over Maritzburg on Top Field  

FOUNDERSô WEEKEND  
Friday 14 May & Saturday 15 May 

FLOWERS * FUN * FANTASY!  
Flowers through the School ï Theme:  Back to School 

Open to Old Girls , parents, grandparents & current pupils 

 

We want to FILL the school with flowers and showcase The Wykeham Collegiate Familyôs talent and 

creativity.  A label will be placed on each arrangement with the arrangerôs details and their connection 

to The Wykeham Collegiate.  You donôt need to be a professional to take part and we need both large 

and small arrangements, so you will not be called upon to do a large mass if you do not want to!  

Groups are also most welcome to take part. 

Contact Convenor:  Maryanne Schmidt   gschmidt@intekom.co.za or 083 265 5577 

 
 

Music over Maritzburg  

Cocktail Party 
 

Parents, Old Girls and friends of the school are cordially invited to attend the celebratory Cocktail Party 

prior to Music over Maritzburg. 

 

Date:  Friday 14 May 2010 

Time: 17h30 

Venue: Marquee on Top Field 

 

Note:  Welcome drink and light snacks will be served ï sponsored by the PA. 

  Cash Bar available (Bar will close at start of Music over Maritzburg) 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR PICNIC SUPPER & CHAIRS  

FOR MUSIC OVER MARITZBURG 

 
 

mailto:gschmidt@intekom.co.za
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Are you an  

Old Girl of  

Girlsô Collegiate  

or Wykeham? 
 

Do you still have  

your uniform?  

Can you help? 
 
We are looking for old school uniforms from 
Girlsô Collegiate and Wykeham for displays 

during our 20
th
 Birthday celebrations.  

 
If you have any form of the old uniforms or 
know of someone who does, please could 
you contact our archivist, Cathy Davie, on 

cathyd@futurenet.co.za or by telephone on 
033-345 5130 or 083 320 4595. 

mailto:cathyd@futurenet.co.za

