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 THE WYKEHAM COLLEGIATE 

 

20  YEAR CELEBRATIONS 

 
“It was the best of times. It was the worst of times.” 
Mrs Adeé Varney, first Senior School Headmistress of 
TWC, used this quote to describe the period of    
amalgamation between Girls Collegiate and Wykeham 
School in 1990. Mrs Varney was speaking at the Old 
Girlsô Luncheon held on Foundersô Day.  
 
Mrs Varney told several stories about this period    
including how she, Miss Hogg (First Lady Principal), 
Mr Cooke (Chairman of the Board) and others, used to 
frequent well-known Pietermaritzburg landmark,  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Spotted Dog, in order to hold preliminary         
discussions around the amalgamation, including    
planning the curriculum! The Spotted Dog was       
considered a perfect venue as no-one ever saw them 
there and speculation around the amalgamation was 
minimal. 
 
As tough as those times were, I believe TWC has, 
over the past 20 years, grown into a school with a 
wonderful history and ethos that is now all its own.  

O ut of the Hat 
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The following poem was written by Tyne Potgieter and 
read to the girls, by the Head  Prefects  at the      
Foundersô Day Assembly. 
 
Dear TWC 
From two schools you came about 
The very reason we scream and shout 
20 years old, the daughter of the two 
Yet the morals and values still ring true 
 
These halls we have walked  
With friends we have talked 
In your classes we are taught 
Life lessons that can’t be bought 
 
Your loud and proud bell 
That from a ship’s hull  
With each ring is proud to say 
It times our lessons each and every day 
 
The friends we make and bonds we build 
Assures us that our hearts are filled 
Through memories and laughs, the occasional tear 
Our TWC friends are there- we don’t fear 
 
The LHC, music block, astro, theatre- we really are blessed 
Our facilities prove we’re a step above the rest 
Dancing, saxophones, hockey and actors 
It’s true TWC is made of many different factors 
 
Our Sprigs are sprinkled with yellow and green  
Because of this we are known wherever we are seen 
Along with our dresses comes the infamous hat 
Which we wear with pride and is by no means flat 
 
On our badge soars an eagle on wings of gold 
The way TWC girls are - confident and bold - 
The three red roses, beautiful and sweet 
An amazing combination as the eagle and rose meet 
 
The big two-oh has arrived at last  
And would not be what it is, if it weren’t for the past 
The values that we keep in sight 
Help us to grow and learn in God’s sight 
 
Our teachers are geniuses, Einstein must watch his back 
Caring, kind and confident, these they don’t lack 
The skills and knowledge we learn from our teachers 
They are, in our school, a most important feature 
 
The girls at TWC are one of a kind 
Out in the world they are considered a lucky find 
A work ethic and standard that demands only the best 
We know we work hard, above all the rest 
 
Forward in Faith is something about which we talk 
But being at TWC we learn to walk this walk 
Never to fear, be independent and strong 
Stand up for what you believe in and fight against what is wrong 
 
At the front of our school stands Rose Ella Waring  
To the horizon she stretches, over PMB she is staring 
Her arms outstretched, she is ready to fly 
Leaving the school to give the wide world a try 
 
On honesty, respect and integrity our school is based 
Helping us when with challenges we are faced 
Responsibility and balance finish the equation  
Now do you see why we are proud on this occasion? 
 
Women of the real world, we stand tall and say  
Our best wishes to TWC which we’d like to pay 
To the most wonderful place, HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
As the heads of the school we say HIP HIP HOORAY!  
 
                                   -Tyne Potgieter Head Day Girl 2010  

Foundersô Weekend was a marvellous success and 
evoked many emotions for past pupils and staff.       
Similarly, it has created many cherished memories for 
the current girls and staff who celebrated this occasion. 
 
“Founders’ celebrations were an absolute blast from 
start to finish. Ayoba” ï was how Mrs Cronholm        
described the weekend.  
 
Other comments were as follows: 

ñGetting teddies delivered to us by helicopter is a 
memory Iôll treasure forever. I loved the assembly on 
TWCôs history. It gave me so much insight and a  
better understanding of our heritage.ò  

Emily Hellens (Gr 12) 

ñFoundersô Weekend. I loved the vibe in the school. 
Everyone was so positive even sitting in the rain for 
15 minutes which led to  having an awesome birth-
day celebration.ò                 Robyn Schmidt (Gr 12) 

òI thought this past Foundersõ Weekend was great for 
spirit -building in the school, having caught a glimpse 
of the activities organised for staff and girls together. 
As I am an old girl, the weekend was also a trip down   
memory lane, but probably most  importantly, I was 
reminded that TWC is a place that loves and treasures 
its whole family, whether it be staff, pupils, old girls or 
friends of the school.ó  

    Anna-Louw van Rooijen (Old Girl 2008) 

òThis weekend was so much fun for all the girls! We 

were made to feel so special with all the gifts. The 

fact everyone was still so excited to do the gym display 

in the rain, just showed how proud we are of our 

school.ó                 Claire Conlon (Gr 12) 

òOur very noisy table, year of õ77, were so proud of how the school 
looked! My friends had no idea of all the new land that had been bought 
and they were so proud to be a part of the 20th year celebration! Just 
want to say well done, the weekend was awesome and as an old girl I was 
proud of my old school!ó  

   Kelly Conlon (Collegiate Old Girl & mother of Claire in Gr 12) 

http://www.google.co.za/imgres?imgurl=http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/ld/projects/trc/2005/manual/craftillos/smileyface.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/ld/projects/trc/2005/manual/wackyworld.html&usg=__nq3y9SmDze_G2fog4s3oMrmXURM=&h=715&w=700&sz=37&hl=en&
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Thank you to everyone for making Foundersô      
Weekend such a special occasion.  
 
Prior to Foundersô Weekend, the TWC express train 
was racing along at a rapid pace.  
 
Market Day was a fun-filled, roaring success, thanks 
to Mrs Marx, her committee and the Chamber of    
Commerce.  
 
The Grade 8 and 9 girls have been away on their    
annual Leadership Camp to Entabeni and      
Baynesfiels respectively. Thanks to the staff who    
accompanied them.  
 
The school Prefects ran a very successful Spirit 
Week incorporating World Book Day into their 
events.  
 
Our dancers performed superbly in Funk this week. 
Well done to Mrs Logan, Ms Howes and the girls.  
 
Music over Maritzburg formed a part of Foundersô 
Weekend and was again well supported and most  
enjoyed by the TWC community. Congrats to Miss 
Theron and the Junior and Senior Windband. 

 
And of course the Matric Ball was a social highlight for 
the Grade 12s. “It was truly a night to remember, and 
everyone looked beautiful. A BIG thank you to all the 
Gr 11s for all the hard work and many hours they put 
into making that night a great success” – Talia and 
Kate W. Well done to all the Grade 11 teachers, Mrs 
Briggs, Mrs Elmer-English, Mrs Marx and Mrs       
Mennigke for all their work. They have been well    
supported by Mrs Aldum and the Marketing Staff. 
 
Let nobody say TWC is a dull place é and just in case 
you were wondering é we have managed some 
teaching and assessment in between all this           
excitement. 
 
Cathy Thomson - Deputy Headmistress 

The Boarding Establishment would like to say thank 
you for the beautiful flower arrangements throughout 
the Boarding Establishment and indeed the school.  

Anything but soccer  
 

A Variety Show  

hosted by the  

Grade 12 Class of 2010  

 

on 28 May 2010  

at  

The Wykeham Collegiate  

Leoné Hogg Centre  

At  

 19:00  
 

The proceeds are in aid of the Pietermaritzburg     
Childrenôs Home and they will be our guests on 
the evening. We are delighted to announce that        
Soohbugs Coaches have sponsored the    
transport for the Childrenôs Home on the      
evening. 
 

Tickets are on sale at Reception or at the door 
on the evening.  
 

Adults (over 12 years) R35.00 
Under 12 years   R20.00 
 

Bookings can be done by contacting Mrs Kerry 
Aldum or Mrs Louise Maher on 033 342-0752 
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SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WYKEHAM COLLEGIATE 
 

GRADE 10s PRESENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A game the whole family can play! 
 

Come and join the fun and laughter 
As the Grade 10s fundraise for the 

Women of the Real World Ball 
 

WHERE:  Victoria Country Club 
WHEN:  4 June 2010 
TIME:  Tee off at 6pm (as it gets dark) 
PRICE:  R250 per person 
(Included in the price are green fees, supper and a 
special flashing ball between two.) 
 

PLEASE NOTE that there is limited space  
available so first come first serve. 

 
Contact Tarryn Woodroffe to book your four ball or 
for any other queries. 
 
Cell: 082 727 6511 
Work: 033 342 0752 
Email: tarryn.h@twc.org.za 

C 
lubs & Societies 
The BDO quiz final was hosted at Clifton in 
Durban on Wednesday. Our two teams        

enjoyed their evening and are keen to participate in 
2011.  

DEBATING  
The TWC1 Grade 8 and TWC1 
Senior teams debated in the semi-
final round at Epworth this week. 
We are proud of the achievements 
of these girls even though neither 
team won their debate on 
Wednesday.  

 L to r: Courtenay Stock,  Samantha 
McClellan, Emily Potgieter and Robynne 
Stock  participated in the Enviro Quiz this 
year. The team came 10th out of 24 teams. 

 
 The Interact members and Community Service 
Representatives are visiting Mama Mzolaôs 

crèche on Friday 21 May to play with the  children 
and distribute the knitted blankets and love 

boxes.  We will be giving away 30 blankets in total.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PLASTIC BREAD TAGS  
We have responded to a challenge issued by 

Kloof Primary School and will be collecting the 
plastic tags from bread bags.  We have placed a 
large bright green bucket in the media centre 

foyer where you can drop off these tags.     
Capital Caterers is also supporting this drive.  
We hope to collect 270 kg of these tags by the 
end of the year and to provide a needy person 
with a wheelchair. Please would you support this 

effort as well. 
 
Pam Esterhuysen - Community Outreach Co-ordinator 
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20 th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 
 

These were enjoyed by all constituencies of the 
school. There was a real sense of joy, excitement and 
thanksgiving as girls, parents, Board members, staff 
and visitors spent time on the campus delighting in 
óFlowers through the Schoolô, the Art and               
Photographic exhibitions, the beauty of the gardens, 
and the colour and movement of the Diski Dance and 
Massed Gym display. 
 
Special highlights for the girls included a fascinating 
assembly which focussed on the history of our   
founding schools and TWC, birthday cupcakes and 
teddy bears, the picnic at Eagle Ridge during which a 
helicopter bearing the teddies landed, and the release 
of twenty white doves into a beautiful pale grey sky. 
They were also thrilled to hear that a new        
changeroom / tuckshop complex will be built; this will 
greatly enhance the campus. 
 
It was wonderful to have the opportunity to chat to old 
girls and friends of the school at the Cocktail party 
and óMusic over Maritzburgô, during the óBirthdayô tea, 
at the formal meetings and the special luncheon. 
 
On Saturday, the Foundersô Thanksgiving Service 
enabled us to reaffirm our commitment to óuphold the 
school values and traditions and set an example 
through our tolerance, sensitivity and service to     
othersô (taken from the School Pledge). 
 
Arrangements for Foundersô Weekend were made 
over many months. Tribute must be paid to all    
members of the 20

th
 Birthday Steering Committee for 

their commitment and hard work. The festivities     
certainly united the school family, generating much 
spirit and reminding us, as we go óForward in Faithô, 
of the promise of possibility and of Godôs bounty. 
 

P 
HOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION -  
CELEBRATING SOUTH AFRICA 
All girls who contributed photographs for this 
exhibition are sincerely thanked. Judges, 

John and Sharon Bishop, were very complimentary 
about the standard of the photos on display. 
 
Congratulations to these girls: 
1

st  
Rachel Frauenstein 

2
nd

 Brennagh McArthur 
3

rd
  Sasha Robinson. 

JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS  
 

HIGHLY COMMENDED  
 

Emma Anderson 
Andrea Christodoulou 
Joanna Michowicz 
Tessa van der Merwe 
Siphokazi Zondo 
Emma Wilmans 
Meghan Hawken 
Charlotte le Clezio 
Erin Crossman 
Catherine Barrett 

 

SPECIAL MENTION  
 

Jodie Conolly 
Shaunagh Lesur 
Holly Edmonds 

 

Rachelôs photograph of a bright sunbird on a flower 
was taken while hiking in the Injasuti area. Evidently 
Rachel followed the bird for a long time, waiting      
patiently for it to alight on a flower. The judges      
commented as follows ï Absolutely stunning! Well 
done! Beautifully composed and focussed. A true  
celebration of South Africa’s natural beauty. 
 
 
 

Prize-winners of the Junior School photographic    
competition.  
From l to r: Sasha Robinson, Rachel Frauenstein and 
Brennagh McArthur. 
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END OF TERM 
Although it is still a few weeks before óbreak-upô day 
on Wednesday 9 June, parents should please diarise 
the following details with regard to the CLOSE of 
school. 
 
 09h30 Grades RR, R, 1 and 2 
 10h00 Grades 3 ï 7. 

 
Reports may be collected before or after school on 9 
June 2010. 

 
FLICK WRIGHT - JUNIOR SCHOOL HEADMISTRESS 

 

 
 
 
Mrs Mustard, together with Catherine Dent, Caroline 
Coolbear and Fiza Jagarnath, on the deck awaiting 
the arrival of the Teddy Bears prior to eating delicious 
cupcakes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Karin Braithwaite and Janet Bailey joining in the       
fun ï handing out teddy bear key rings to the        
Foundation Phase girls. 

FOUNDERS½ DAY CELEBRATIONS 
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GENERAL SCHOOL NEWS  
 

 

The Wykeham Collegiate Foundation 

 

 
To coincide with our 20

th
 anniversary, TWC is 

launching the Wykeham Collegiate Foundation as 
an endowment fund to promote the work of the 
school in three targeted areas: 
 

To provide access to excellent education for 
deserving gir ls from disadvantaged             
backgrounds; 

 

To provide bursaries for daughters and      
granddaughters of Old Girls who would         
otherwise not be able to attend TWC; 

 

To develop outstanding facilities to provide the 
basis for the provision of world-class education 
for girls at TWC. 

 
A Development Officer for the Foundation is soon 
to be appointed. The Wykeham Collegiate        
Foundation Fund will then launch an appeal for  
donations and endowments to the fund.   
 
The fund will be an endowment fund managed by 
the foundation to receive and invest funds for     
promoting the three targeted areas referred to 
above.  It is intended that funds will be tax-free. 
 
The essence of the Foundation is captured in 
this comment from our Board of Governors:  
 
óWe aim to provide TWC with a long-term       
endowment so that it can continue at the      
forefront of girlsô education in South Africa.  
The foundation will be launched in the 20

th
 year 

of TWC when we will commence our dream to 
fund the foundation to the point where it can 
sustain its own administration and can become 
a powerful tool for promoting excellence in     
education at TWC.ô    
 

 
Watch this space for more! 

Dear TWC Parent 
 

Hosting visiting choir: THURSDAY 3 June 2010 
 

On Thursday 3 June 2010 we will be hosting the       
Uplands School Choir from White River in a combined 
concert with TWC Choir and the PMB Midlands Youth 
Choir. 
 
TWC Choir was shown great hospitality by Uplands 
when we visited Mpumalanga a few years ago, and we 
now have the opportunity to reciprocate. 
 
Please would you consider helping us in hosting the 
boys and girls from Uplands.  This would entail fetching 
choristers from TWC on the Thursday afternoon,       
providing supper and getting them back to TWC, putting 
them up for the night, and then after breakfast returning 
them to the school. 
 
I (name) __________________________ am willing to 
 
host (number) ______ Uplands chorister/s for the 
 
night 3 June 2010. 
 
Thank you for your assistance in this regard. 
 
Please return this form to Mr Harty, Mr Goosen, or    
Mrs Elmer-English. 
 
PF Harty - Music:  Head of Department 

 

 

The CD produced  

by the Senior  

Wind Ensemble  

 is available at 

the School Shop.  

The cost is R80.  
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THE PA ARE HOSTING 

MARK BROKENSHA FROM QUINCYõS 

 

In a  

FUN QUIZ Evening 

 

To be held in the theatre at TWC 
 

Start getting your quiz team together!  
 

Watch the HAT CHAT for more details!  
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SPORT UPDATE  
SENIOR SCHOOL  

HOCKEY 
Congratulations to Katherine Lindsay and Catherine 
Smart who have both been selected for the KZN 
Inland U18A Hockey Team that goes on tour to 
Potchefstroom during the holidays. Good luck and we 
are very proud of both of you!  
 

SQUASH  
Over the weekend of 7 ï 9 May, Megan Dedwith, 
Kirsten Porter and Tamsin Thomas took part in the 
KZN Squash Trials. Congratulations to Megan for 
making the U19B Team and to Kirsten for making the 
U16A Team.  
 
Our squash girls have been doing really well in the 
Squash League. On 10 May, our U19 team beat St 
Anneôs 9 ï 3 and our Friendly team beat St Johnôs 7 ï 
1. Also, on 17 May we played Epworth and our U16 
team drew 6-all and our Friendly team won 8 ï 1.  
Well done, girls. 
 

NETBALL  
Our Netball teams have had a very successful fort-
night of matches and Provincial trials. 
 
On Wednesday, 12 May, our senior teams played 
against St Anneôs and our junior matches were played 
this week on Monday because pupils were at Grade 
Camps last week. On 19 May we were up against 
Voortrekker and all matches against both schools 
were hard fought, but we managed to win most of 
them. The results are as follows: 

We congratulate three of our girls who went to trials in 
Durban on 15 May and have been selected for the 
final KwaZulu-Natal óAô Netball Teams, namely     
Bronwyn Bodley (U17), Buhle Dubazana and Tyla 
Weir (both U16). 

CROSS- COUNTRY 
Our Cross-Country runners have been performing well 
at the weekly Wednesday runs. We have now       
completed the five seasonal meetings and next week 
we will be participating in the annual relay event. 
 
 
On 12 May at Grace College: 
Seniors: Katherine Lindsay 3

rd
, Sophie Pearce 6

th
, 

Jessica-Anne Jardine 10
th
, Heidi Badcock 29

th . 

Our A Team was placed 2nd and our B Team 9th 
overall out of 21 teams (98 runners). 
Our juniors were at camp so could not compete. 
 
 

On 19 May at Treverton: 
Seniors: Sophie Pearce 9

th
, Jessica-Anne Jardine 12

th
, 

Heidi Badcock 27
th
, Vanessa Salisbury 35

th
 . Our A 

Team was placed 4th and our B Team 10th overall out 
of 15 teams (85 runners) 
Juniors: Sarah Dixon 5

th
 out of 77 runners, and we did 

not get a team result because we only had three    
runners owing to illness. 
 
 
 
 

In this league you do not have to pre-select your 
teams. You may enter as many runners as you wish to 
and the top four runners to finish on the day score as 
your A team, the next four as your B team and so on, 
so every runnerôs place counts towards team results. 
Unfortunately this is badly affected when runners are 
ill which often happens at this time of the year. 
 
Brenda Franklin TWC vs St Anneôs vs Voortrekker 

1
st
 Team Won 32 - 19 Won 30 - 18 

2
nd

 Team Won 12 - 10 Drew 14 all 

Mixed 3
rd

/U16 Won 4 - 3 - 

U16 A Lost 5 - 6 - 

U15 A Won 15 - 8 Won 15 - 10 

U15 B Lost 7 ï 10 Lost 4 - 21 

U14 A Drew 9 all Won 23 ï 10 

U14 B Won 6 - 5 Won 10 - 8 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL  

TENNIS  
Congratulations to the following girls who were chosen 
for the KZN Tennis A side: Tessa van der Merwe 
(number 3) Cheney Firman (number 4). The following 
girls were chosen to represent the  KZN B side:    
Hannah Power (number 1),  Sarah Mayne (number 2) 
and Kirsten Moody (number 5). Well done, girls. 

NETBALL  

The following girls represented TWC in the Under 12 
Netball KZN district trials in Richards Bay.            
Chelsea Meiring and Fern Bamber. Well done, girls. 
  
Netball results vs Howick. 
Under 10A won 6 - 4 
Under 10B won 8 - 0 
Under 11A won 5 - 4 
Under 11B lost 4 - 5 
Open A lost 3 - 8      
Open B lost 3 - 5       
Open C won 6 - 4        
  
Well done to all the Under 13 girls who attended the 
Under 13 Netball festival on Friday 14 May. They 
came seventh out of the ten teams that played. 

CROSS- COUNTRY 

I am so proud of all the cross-country girls who attended 
the Cross-country meeting at Laddsworth. Of the 23 
girls who took part, 17 were placed in the top twenty 
and the remainder in the top thirty. 
  
Thank you to all the girls who practised so hard for 
the Diski Dance and then performed it so beautifully on      
Foundersô Day ... even in the rain.  
 
Also to the Grade Seven girls who did so well in the 
mass gym display. You all showed dedication and    
enthusiasm and I am proud of you. 
  
Regarding PE classes, I am continuing with fitness 
classes and will be incorporating ball skills in the       
upcoming weeks.  

HOCKEY 

Hockey results vs Howick 
Under 10A lost        
Under 10B lost         
Under 11A won       
Under 11B won       
Open A won 3 - 0                    
Open B drew 0 - 0              
Open C won 4 - 0   
  
Hockey results vs Laddsworth 
U10A lost 3 - 0 
U10B lost 2 - 0 
U11A won 9 - 0 
Open D won 1 - 0 (and they played Laddsworth C 
team, so very well done girls). 
Open B won 6 - 2 
Open A won 3 - 0 
  
          
Congratulations to Jemma Veenstra, Sarah Mayne 
and Hannah Power who attended the Inter-District 
hockey trials on Friday 14 May.  
 
Sarah Mayne and Jemma Veenstra were selected for 
the KZN Inland teams. 

Yours in Sport 
Gaynor Weir 

The following girls have been selected for KZN      
Gymnastics: 
 
Jordan Downs, Laiken Austen, Thirusha Naidoo and 
Lerusha Moodley 

GYMNASTICS  


