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| trust you all enjoyed the 2010 World Cup and the
long holiday. What a wonderful atmosphere of unity
and celebration pervaded our country!

We took advantage of the longer-than-usual holiday to
make some substantial alterations to many of our
administrative offices. The Boarding Co-ordinator’s
office and Duty Room have moved, as have the
Business Manager’s office and Finance Department,
as well as the offices of the two Deputy Heads. The
school's facilities have been enhanced and new
spaces have been created for consulting specialists to
see girls in the Junior School.

Construction is also well under way on the new
building comprising change rooms, sport storage
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facilities and the new tuck shop. Areas have been
cordoned off to ensure the safety of the girls. Access
from the main car park to the Junior School is a little
inconvenient at present but the large heaps of soil will
be used for fill and levelling in the next three weeks.
The new facility will be a wonderful addition to our
campus.

It is good to have everyone back at school, rested and
ready for the term ahead. Already there are many
projects and programmes on the go and the school is
buzzing with activity.
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Last weekend the Grade 11s and new staff took part
in the annual Eight Habits of Highly Effective People
Course and explored these worthwhile habits and the
concept of principle-centred leadership.




Looking ahead to August, Scripture Union in
Independent Schools is conducting a mission at TWC
in our Time with Christ Week from 1 to 6 August. In
addition to lessons and assemblies, there will be
voluntary sessions for girls, staff and parents and |
draw parents’ attention to the talk entitled Raising
Children of Truth in a World of No Absolutes that will
be conducted by Xavier Moran and his team on
Wednesday 4 August from 6.00 to 7.00pm. Please
join us in the Functions Room.

There will also be a talk for Staff entitled Recapturing
your Time from 3.30 to 4.30pm on the same
afternoon.

You will remember that earlier this year, TWC
underwent a comprehensive whole school evalua-
tion by IQAA (the Independent Quality Assurance
Agency). Below is a summary of the main findings
gleaned from the opinion surveys, focus groups,
classroom observations and interviews.

I wish you all a happy, constructive and fulfilling term.

JUDITH BROWN

A SUMMARY OF THE FINDINGS OF THE IQAA EVALUATION

KEY STRENGTHS OF THE SCHOOL

+ The pupils aspire to high standards in all areas
(academic, sport, cultural, spiritual) resulting in high
achievement across all areas. Weaker candidates,
in particular, are assisted and supported to achieve
well.

+ The pupils are happy and well-cared for.

+ The school has well-qualified teachers, many of
whom are experts in their fields.

+ The school is well resourced for academic studies,
music and sport.

+ The school has a strong Christian ethos and strives
to teach and uphold these principles.

AREAS FOR DEVELOPMENT
AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1. The School has high expectations of its pupils.
There is a perception from some quarters that TWC
pressurises its pupils. Pressure can come from
several sources: the teachers who expect the girls
to complete assignments timeously, the demands of
the curriculum, the girls themselves and parental
expectations.

Suggestions to change the perceptions about

pressure included the following:

+ There is a need for all parents, staff and pupils to
understand the demands of the curriculum and for
girls to avail themselves of the support available.

+ Marketing of the school needs to emphasise the
healthy balance that exists in the school - a
balance between the academic, sporting, cultural,
social and spiritual aspects of the girls’ lives.

It is not the high standards that were criticised, but
rather the volume of work. To address this, the
academic staff are looking into ways to streamline
and co-ordinate projects and assessment
programmes.
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+ Semesterisation of some subjects in Grades 8 and
9 next year in order to reduce the load of subjects
and homework at any one time of the year.

+ Extension of our Academic Support Programme,
currently offered to Grades 11 and 12, to Grade 10
girls as well.

+ Workshops for the girls to improve their listening
skills and their time management.

+ Individual advice on making choices with regard to
extramural activities, as many girls take on too
many of these.

+ Curriculum changes, as announced recently by the
Minister of Education, Ms Angie Motshekga, may
also help alleviate some of the pressures of volume.

2. Safety and security of possessions at school.
Whilst it was acknowledged that girls are careless
of their possessions and tend to ‘borrow’ without
permission, there is a genuine concern that items
are stolen from time to time.

To combat theft certain suggestions were put
forward such as security cameras in passages,
additional safe storage areas for girls (eg. for their
sporting equipment) and a register of missing and
stolen items.

3. Physical and Technological Resources
Improvements to our facilities and
centred on:

+ the need for change rooms

+ relocation of the tuck shop

+ more benches and seating for the girls

+ small venues for specialist intervention for Junior
School

+ greater wheelchair access

+ a new theatre

+ upgrading of older classroom computers

resources

Note that our current building programme is address-
ing the first four items. There is a scheduled
programme for upgrading computers with different
areas being addressed each year.
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4. Diversity

There is an ongoing need to educate our pupils to
accept and respect differences, rather than merely
tolerate them. To this end we will focus even more
than we currently do on celebrating cultural
differences, encouraging unique gifts and talents
and making sure that all members of the school
family are treated with courtesy and respect.

5. Developing our Human Capital - the Staff
Whilst staff development has always been a
feature of this school it needs to be offered more
widely.

Academic, administrative and support staff are to
be encouraged to acquire new skills and keep
abreast of new developments in their specific
fields.

Communication is fundamental to the smooth
running of any organisation. It is vital that staff feel
that their opinions are valued and that they are
contributing positively to the policy-making
processes of the school.

JUDITH BROWN

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS

Towards the end of last term, we were visited by the
choir of Uplands College, White River. Together with
TWC and PMB Youth Choirs, we enjoyed a very
happy evening in the Atrium, singing our various
repertoires, and coming together for a rendition of An
Irish Blessing at the end.

Our sincere thanks go to all the TWC parents who so
generously offered to host the Uplands choristers, and
gave them a taste of KZN hospitality on their first night
in the province.

Patrick Harty - HOD Music
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GLOBAL YOUNG LEADERS CONFERENCE

Two girls, Carmen Keating in Grade 12 and Leeya
Jasat in Grade 11, were privileged to attend this
conference in the United States of America  during
the recent holidays. They both had an incredible time
and enjoyed experiences that they will never forget.

To quote Leeya: "I had to engage in meaningful
dialogue with leaders in the international community
who are implementing change and influencing policy. |
learned, as the United Nations speaker Mrs Gillian
Sorensen said, 'to lead by example' and start by doing
service in your country by giving opportunities to
people with no hope.

Carmen believes that her experiences there were
awesome and life changing. "I learnt such a lot and
had such an enriching time. If you have the chance to
go, grab it with both hands!"

Both girls had the chance to meet and make friends
with young leaders from different countries, all with
richly diverse backgrounds and cultures.

Mrs Shirley Cronholm

Friday 23 July 2010
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) GREEN NEWS

GREEN

TWC will be celebrating a Green Week from Monday
26 July to Friday 30 July. During this time, we have
arranged a special chapel service, a guest speaker
and a video called The Story of Stuff (consumerism
and waste).

On the education front, the Grade 8 pupils will be
conducting surveys to complete an audit on the
school’s carbon footprint (how much CO, we produce
as a school each day). They will be assessing electric-
ity consumption, the distance we travel each day, the
waste we generate and the water we use. Their last
activity is planning and evaluating an eco meal. The
content of this audit fits into the subject areas of
Natural Science, Geography and Life Orientation and
teachers will use this opportunity to integrate the audit
with their curricula.

ECYCLING

A reminder that we have a large bucket in
the media centre for you to drop off the
plastic bread tags. We have received a
large collection of tags which is very
impressive. Empty ink cartridges may be
placed in the box in the Computer Centre foyer. We
are still collecting paper waste in the classrooms.
Paper waste from the recycling boxes in the
classrooms is collected by MONDI recycling as well as
the paper from the dome in the senior school parking
area. We are planning to use the monies we receive
from this paper waste for wormeries, composting and
water harvesting. Although recycling has taken off
slowly, we feel that it is beginning to pick up and we
thank all the diehards who always support our efforts.

GREEN WEEK

26 July to 31 July 2010

OMMUNITY SERVICE

The response to the request for non-
perishable food items has been wonderful
and we should be able to start with food
parcel distribution next week. We will be visiting the
Pietermaritzburg Children’s Home this week to deliver
a set of 25 new library books (bought with the Junior
School World Book Day proceeds) and 3 of the old
computers. Next week we hope to provide each of
the four units with a DVD player. Our weekKly visits to
the home will continue each Friday this term.

LUBS, SOCIETIES &
OTHER ACTIVITIES

Congratulations to Palesa Tshabalala

who has been invited to the top
speaker interleague debating tournament on 25 July.
Well done to our three participants, Siphokhazi
Mnguni, Emily Potgieter and Atiesha Devchander,
who participated in the KZN Individual Public
Speaking and Debating Tournament last Sunday (18
July). On Tuesday the first round of the Senior
Interhouse debating Championship took place with
Moore vs O’Brien. Moore Senior Team won the
debate: THIS HOUSE BELIEVES THAT FIFA is more
concerned with financial gain than promoting soccer
and Emily Potgieter was awarded best speaker. The
second Senior round takes place on 3 August during
the club time.

Mrs Pam Esterhuysen
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS

he cold weather of last week was certainly
invigorating and no doubt contributed to the
high spirits and energy levels of the girls and
staff. The long holiday was blissful for most
but it's good to be back into the rhythm of school life.

We are pleased that in the near future, the Junior
School will have the use of two small rooms which will
be available for meetings and for specialist teaching.
These are located off the passage almost opposite the
Reprographic (Photocopying) Room.

Parents are to be thanked for their good humour and
acceptance of some inconvenience incurred when
walking to and from the Atrium from the turning circle
area. Building is always messy and a challenge but
the completed changeroom / tuckshop complex will
certainly be appreciated by the girls, and will enhance
the campus. We will continue to be vigilant with regard
to the safety of the girls and visitors to the school.

It was good to hear that on Sunday, International
Nelson Mandela Day, the Junior Boarders took
Chocolates that they had made to the residents of the
Emma Barter Home in Retief Street. They sang Happy
Birthday to Mandela, did the Diski Dance and
interacted with the elderly folk at the home.

n keeping with the Junior School theme for the

year, Let 6 s C,etheefdtusddr ¢he opening

assembly this term was Celebrating Peace. A new

seating area near the deck is in the process of
being constructed, and no doubt the children will enjoy
sitting in the shade either on the pavers or the new
bench which has been bought. The word PEACE is
written in 8 languages on the bench and it is hoped
that this will help remind the girls to live in peace with
one another.

So much has been said and written about the World
Cup. One of the most memorable quotes comes from
Fifa’'s Sepp Blatter when he said, ‘Thank you South
Africa for sharing your humanity with the world’. This is
wonderfully affirming, yet also humbling and
challenging. Building a more humane world requires
camaraderie and friendship — a willingness to debate,
to seek common ground, to show compassion, to act
courageously and creatively. This is not easy for any
of us but it also affords us exceptional opportunities for
making a difference — here at school, within our
families, and in the wider community.

FLICK WRIGHT - HEADMISTRESS : JUNIOR SCHOOL

During Saturday School, children known as the Izinkozi
Group attend classes where they enjoy a variety of
activities.

Playing Maths games are from (I to r):
Sphesihle Nxumalo, Jessica Reimers, Mandisa Nxele
and Gina Holdsworth.
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Grade 6 girls delight in the interpretation of African
Myths as they entertain their peers in Drama classes.

From | to r: Kayla Gibson, Holly Strachan, Rebecca
Farquharson, Katie Stofberg and Zaheera Mota.
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SPORT UPDATE

TENNIS

Our Tennis girls started this season with a bang on 20
July when they played St John’s and won every
match. The results were as follows:

Ul7A | U17B U15A | U15B
SINGLES 32-2 | 30-14 |32-9 ([32-7
DOUBLES |16-0 | 16-6 16-7 (161

MOUNTAIN BIKING

During the holidays, Ashleigh Parker-Moffatt (U17)
came first in her category in the Baynesfield MTB race
and was selected to represent the KZN Team at the
SA Cross-Country Championships in Gauteng on 17
July. She performed extremely well at this prestigious
national event and earned a second place in the
Junior Race. She has trained extremely hard to reach
this level of competition and we congratulate her on
this remarkable achievement.

HOCKEY

Congratulations to four of our Under 14 girls who have
been selected for KZN Midlands U14 Hockey Teams,
namely Nicola Deenik, Sarah Dixon, Sarah Harries,
Sabrina Thompson and also Sarah Lennon and
Cynthia Kijjambu who are both reserves. They will be
playing in a tournament in August.

SWIMMING

Some of our swimmers participated in the KZN Winter
Galas (6 & 20 June) and in the Sportz Prestige Gala
(16 - 20 July). The girls swam in many events and
they all achieved excellent results, the most notable
being four of our girls reaching the final of 10
swimmers of the Open Women 50 Metre Breaststroke.
They were placed as follows:

1st Claire Conlon 6th Tara-Lynn Nicholas
2nd Tyne Potgieter 10th Tshiamo Tshabalala

Hadley Potgieter also did very well to be placed 3rd
in the 50m Backstroke.

®
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Brenda Franklin
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Welcome back after a very exciting break in which |
became a huge football fan. | hope you and your
daughters enjoyed both the soccer and the long break.

ATHLETICS

We have begun in earnest with the very short but
intense athletics season. In preparation for our
Inter-House Athletics meeting, which is less than a
month away, the focus during PE lessons and after
school sport will be athletics training. Natalie
Woods, Kirsty Scott and | had the privilege of
attending a brilliant athletics course in Greytown over
the weekend. We are excited to share our knowledge
both with the teachers and the girls in an attempt to
improve our starts, finishes, relay change-overs, and
all the field events.

TENNIS

Tennis season is in full swing and we have
eleven Tennis teams participating. Owing to the large
numbers, we have recruited the help of parents to
travel with the teams for the away matches. | would
like to extend my thanks to the following parents for
taking on this responsibility: Mel Moody, Pru Deenik,
Helen Johnson, Nonny Trodd, Glenda Driemeyer,
Linda Grant, Debby Comley, Michelle Lesur and Julie
Royden-Turner. Our tennis girls have played ten
matches so far and have won nine of the matches.
This is a wonderful start to the season.

Please continue to encourage your girls to keep fit and
strong, and to participate in at least one extra-
curricular activity.

Yours in Sport
Gaynor Weir
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