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 THE WYKEHAM COLLEGIATE 

L 
EADERSHIP IS INFLUENCE 

New York Times bestselling author, John 
Maxwell, provides us with a very simple    
definition of Leadership – Leadership is    
influence. 

Many people believe that leaders are those with     
formal titles, who are appointed and therefore carry 
authority. e.g. Principals, Deputies, Prefects: Yet those 
people are not always able to influence as effectively 
as others.  Those without official titles often carry more 
influence in classrooms, sports fields and at home.  
Some influential leaders can often be inspirational to 
others through their morals, values, commitment,    
passion etc.  Sadly, they can also influence others in a 
negative, undermining or even subversive manner. 
 

Stephen Covey, in his book, The Leader in Me, also  
believes that within every teacher and every child in a 
school we can find true leadership qualities. Covey 
talks about primary greatness.  This refers to a       
person’s honesty, work ethic, treatment of others,   
creativity and initiative.  Primary greatness describes 
who the person is every day of his/her life as opposed 
to his/her achievements or appointments (Secondary      
greatness) such as Prefect or Sport Captain.          
Admittedly, appointments in formal leadership         
positions are often based on the level of primary   
greatness achieved by people. 
 

Through the good, positive influence of peers, parents 
and staff, pupils should be able to take responsibility 
for their lives, be able to work kindly and effectively 
with others and to do right even when no one is     
looking (see poem alongside). 
 

Come on TWC! Let’s make our school a great school, 
by listening to, welcoming and trying out new ideas 
from a variety of sources! Then, of course, should the 
idea fail – you can read John Maxwell’s book Failing 
Forward in which you can learn to turn failure into 
stepping stones for success! 
 

Sources: Quality Education News Issue – 10 May 2009 
www.sagi.co.za 

 

CATHY THOMSON - DEPUTY HEADMISTRESS 

WHEN YOU THOUGHT I WASN’T LOOKING 
A message every adult should read because children are 

watching you and doing as you do, not as you say. 
 

When you thought I wasn’t looking I saw you hang my first 
painting on the refrigerator, and I immediately wanted to 

paint another one. 
 

When you thought I wasn’t looking I saw you feed a stray 
cat, and I learned that it was good to be kind to animals. 

 

When you thought I wasn’t looking I saw you make my    
favourite cake for me, and I learned that the little things can 

be the special things in life. 
 

When you thought I wasn’t looking I heard you say a prayer, 
and I knew that there is a God I could always talk to, and I 

learned to trust in Him. 
 

When you thought I wasn’t looking I saw you make a meal 
and take it to a friend who was sick, and I learned that we all 

have to help take care of each other. 
 

When you thought I wasn’t looking I saw you take care  of 
our house and everyone in it, and I learned we have to take 

care of what we are given. 
 

When you thought I wasn’t looking I saw how you handled 
your responsibilities, even when you didn’t feel good, and I 
learned that I would have to be responsible when I grow up. 

 

When you thought I wasn’t looking I saw tears come from 
your eyes, and I learned that sometimes things hurt, but it’s 

all right to cry. 
 

When you thought I wasn’t looking I saw that you cared, and 
I wanted to be everything that I could be. 

 

When you thought I wasn’t looking I learned most of life’s 
lessons that I need to know to be a good and productive 

person when I grow up. 
 

When you thought I wasn’t looking I looked at you and 
wanted to say, ‘Thanks for all the things I saw when you 

thought I wasn’t looking.’ 
 

~~~ 
 

Each of us (parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle, teacher, friend) 
influences the life of a child. 

 

How will you touch the life of someone today? 
Live simply. Love generously. Care deeply. Speak kindly. 

Leave the rest to God. 
 

 
 

A CHILD IS A BLANK PAGE 

UPON WHICH YOU WRITE  

WITH A PERMANENT MARKER. 
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WASTE  

MANAGEMENT 

AT TWC 
 
 

The school has contracted Wasteman to handle waste 
disposal from the school property. 
We are into our 3

rd
 month of recycling and although 

we are still working through some teething problems, 
the following progress can be reported: 
  

Waste disposal is now costing about 2/3
rd

 of what 
it used to cost despite providing a job for someone 
on-site who is sorting the different types of waste. 

Waste to the landfill has reduced from 80m
3
 to 

about 20m
3
 per month. 

We now enjoy proceeds from all types of waste to 
the tune of about R250 per month.  Paper used to 
be collected by Mondi and we received only 20c 
per kg, whereas it is now picked up with the rest of 
our waste and we are paid 60c per kg. 

The paper waste recycling is still taking place at 
source (in the classroom and offices) as we feel 
that this is sound educational practice. 

  
Wasteman are providing us with excellent service and 
advice and we know we are doing the right thing for 
the environment.  
 

The Eco Team 

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

E NGLISH OLYMPIAD: 2010 
 
 

The English Department is delighted to announce that 
two of our candidates were placed in the top 100 of 
this prestigious national competition.  Emily Potgieter 
(Grade 11) was placed 53rd and Siphokazi Mnguni, 
93rd.  We congratulate these girls on a really fine 
achievement. 
 
TWC entered twenty-six candidates this year. Of 
these, the two mentioned above received Gold      
Certificates; six received Silver Certificates; twelve 
received Bronze; and six were awarded Merit         
Certificates.  

 
 

 

The English Olympiad is a challenging examination, 
requiring pupils to study an additional text and to think 
divergently and effectively.  Well done to all those who 
participated. 
 
 

Mrs Moira Lovell - Head of English 

NEWS FLASH 
 

The times as stated in the Term Calendar for    
THURSDAY 19 AUGUST have been changed. 
 

School for Grades 8 to 11 will finish at 10h00 on this 
day. This means, that Grades 8 and 10 may go home, 
but Grades 9 and 11 will be expected to stay for the 
Parent / Teacher meetings.  
 

GRADES 9 AND 11 PARENTS' MEETINGS 
In order to accommodate the numbers of parents and 
pupils that are expected to attend on Thursday, some 
time changes have been made. Teachers will be avail-
able from 10.00 to meet with Grade 9 and Grade 11 
parents.  
 
At 11.00 the scheduled talk to Grade 9 parents and 
pupils will take place. Grade 11 parents and pupils 
may continue to meet with teachers during this talk. 
After the talk teachers will continue to be available to 
meet with Grade 9 and Grade 11 parents. 
 
Parents are encouraged to park on the Hockey Field 
as most of the Villiers Drive parking will be used by 
Junior School parents who will be attending the Junior 
School Athletics at Eagle Ridge.     
 

Shirley Cronholm - Gr 9 Co-ordinator 

C 
LUBS, SOCIETIES & OTHER ACTIVITIES 

RELAY FOR LIFE IN AID OF CANSA 
This year we have decided to participate in 
this charity event hosted by Maritzburg   

College Interact and we have entered two teams. The 
relay takes place at the Maritzburg College Goldstone 
Sports Field and is an all-night event. We set up our 
tents and stall from 14:30 on Saturday 7 August. The 
relay starts at 16:30 with the survivor lap and then our 
two teams (40 girls in total) walk/run continually until 
07:30 on Sunday 8 August, 2010. Parents are more 
than welcome to support their daughters during the 
evening. Each hour the members on the track have to 
be dressed in different theme clothing such as Bafana, 
007 and The Pink Ladies. At 18:00 the members of 
the relay team place a bag with lighted candle around 
the track. They have to raise R10 for each candle 
placed, so we have encouraged them to find some 
sponsorship. The staff support team consists of my-
self, Mrs Henderson, Mrs Salisbury and Mrs Tullis. 

 
Mrs Pam Esterhuysen - Clubs, Societies and   
Community Outreach Co-ordinator. 
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F 
ree State Wind 
Ensemble Tour  
 
 

 
 

The Senior Wind Ensemble has just returned from a 
very successful tour of the Eastern Free State. The 
first stop was at Harrismith, where the band performed 
at Harriston School.  The entire school attended the 
performance.  The various musical instruments were 
introduced and played before the concert so that the 
pupils could identify the different sounds. The          
programme was well received by all. 
 
The group then travelled to Bethlehem and were ac-
commodated at The Loft Lodge in the town.  We really 
experienced true Free State hospitality everywhere we 
went.  On the Friday morning we travelled to Clarens, 
a small rural village which has reinvented itself.  Top 
of the pops was the time to shop! At midday the band 
performed in the town square.   
 
 
This was quite a windy experience so the inevitable 
pegs had to be used to keep the music sheets in place 
on the stands.  We had a most attentive audience as 
well as many passers-by who briefly stopped  to enjoy 
the music in the mountains. 
 
 
 

On the Friday evening a more formal concert was held 
at The Loft and about 45 people attended.  The music 
was well received and we were invited to perform the 
following morning at the OFM Tourism Expo, which 
turned out to be a new cultural experience.  
 
For many girls, the Afrikaans Volkspele was a first!  
 
Our encounter with the lions, tiger and wild dogs at 
Lions Rock was unique and we were pleased to have 
contributed in a small way to the conservation pro-
gramme run by Wild Paws. 
 
 
 

I would like to commend the girls on their commitment 
to music in the school and on the disciplined manner 
in which the band conducted itself on tour. You are 
really a credit to TWC.  
 
Of course, we must congratulate Ms Janine Theron on 
leading the Wind Ensemble and for her incredible   
musical arrangements of the pieces the band played.   
 

Throughout the tour we received such wonderful    
compliments about the girls, their playing and the   
musical arrangements.  Well done to everyone       
involved. 
 
Mrs Pam Esterhuysen 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS  
Laduma : Masijabule ibholo 
During isiZulu lessons, the Grade 7 classes worked 
out and presented simple menus for their own        
restaurants. The theme of these menus was that of 
the 2010 Soccer World Cup. The menus consisted of 
a choice of at least two options for a starter, the main 
course, dessert as well as a list of drinks. Each menu 
was unique and presented on items such as           
vuvuzelas, South African flags, soccer balls, soccer 
shirts, boots, hats and even on a replica of the gold 
trophy and a field. The Junior School foyer, where the 
menus are on display, is a riot of colour and has     
delighted all passers-by. 
 
Masidle kamnandi! 
Masibuke kahle! 
 
Maureen St John-Ward - Zulu Teacher 

 

JUNIOR SCHOOL SOIL-LIFE SURVEY 
In the Winter sunshine on 2 June, Grades 4 – 7 
donned their sunhats and, armed with worksheets, 
pens and some trowels and magnifying glasses, set 
out into our school grounds. Leaves, soil, rocks and 
stones were turned over as the girls ‘hunted’ for signs 
of life. Millipedes, ants, spiders, woodlice, earwigs, 
crickets and many other creatures were sought, found 
and examined. Curiosity, fascination, concentration 
and enthusiasm abounded for half an hour. Then the 
girls returned to class to complete their tallying exer-
cise. A total of 5628 creatures was counted. No doubt, 
the same creatures were recounted several times 
over! 
 

Bev Kuhn - Environmental Club Co-ordintor 
 

PINSSA (Pietermaritzburg and Inland Natal 

Schools Science Association) 
We congratulate, in particular, the following girls from 
Grades 5, 6 and 7 who were selected to give an Oral 
Presentation on their research at Scottsville School. 
Megan Laithwaite     - Vuvuzelas cause hearing loss 
Lucy Hellens     - Organic Dog Biscuits 
Elizabeth Burchmore -  Water Filtration 
Beth Conolly     - The Greenest Kettle 
Nina Holzbach     - No Phone Zone 
Kajal Sewrathan     - Rise and Fall of the Muffin 
Kennedy Stone     - Ecoblocks 
 
Junior School teachers have commented very        
favourably on the effort made by the girls this year, 
their innovative ideas and sound research. Promoting 
scientific and environmental discovery and exploration 
remains an imperative if we are to raise and educate 
girls of conscience and action. 

SCHOOL UNIFORMS 
Girls may wear either Winter or Summer uniforms af-
ter ‘Half Term’. Tracksuits may only be worn on ex-
tremely cold days if, for example, the maximum tem-
perature is due to be 16°C. May I remind parents that 
skirts and dresses should be knee length, not shorter 
than four fingers (sideways) above the knee, or longer 
than four fingers (sideways) from the knee. When 
measuring, girls must kneel upright or stand upright. If 
in doubt, please chat to Mrs Vere van der Watt in the 
school shop. 
 
 
 
 

FLICK WRIGHT - HEADMISTRESS : JUNIOR SCHOOL 

Displaying menus are: (L to R)   

Kajal Sewrathan, Nina Holzbach and 

Kennedy Stone.  

From l to  r : Kajal Sewrathan, Beth Conolly, Nina 

Holzbach, Lucy Hellens, Megan Laithwaite, Elizabeth 

Burchmore and Kennedy Stone. 
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Enjoying  

themselves  

At The  

Quiz  

evening  

hosted  

By the  

Parents  

Association  

At The  

 Wykeham  

Collegiate  

Min Mackenzie and Rick Last 

Natalie and Dieter Holzbach 

 Alan and Debbie Martin. 
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SPORT UPDATE  
SENIOR SCHOOL 

TENNIS  
Our Tennis girls have continued to do well. Below are 
their results from the last two weeks. 
 
22 & 27 July vs Treverton 

27 July vs Wartburg 
 

 
On 29 July, our TWC U15C team played our TWC 
U15D team. Our U15D won the singles, 18-17, and 
our U15C won the doubles, 12-3. 

 
3 August vs GHS 
 

BASKETBALL  

On 28 July, our Basketball teams played against 
Carter and did very well. The results were as follows: 

On 4 August, our U15 and U16 teams played against 
Heritage and again the girls did us proud. The U15 
team won, 18-4, and the U16 team drew, 24-24. Well 
done, girls! 
 

POLOCROSSE 
We are proud to congratulate Jennifer Firth who has 
done exceptionally well and has been awarded her 
PASA (Polocrosse Assoc of SA) colours. 
 
In July, Jennifer represented KZN Midlands Ladies 
Team at the Inter-Provincial Tournament and then 
went on to play for the SA Presidents U19A Team in 
an International Test Series in Mooi River, where she 
was named the best goal scorer of the  series. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  U15A U17A 

Singles Won 32-3 Won 32-0 

Doubles Won 16-0 Won 16-2 

  U15A U17A 

Singles Won 27-18 Won 32-7 

Doubles Drew 10-10 Won 16-3 

 She has this to say about her experience: 
‘We spent a week of mental and physical preparation 
for the tests which were to take place from 15-18 July. 
We trained hard during this time, getting used to     
different horses and learning to work as a team. Our 
tests were very tough, as were the Zambian girls we 
played against. They felt no pain! We ended up      
winning the series 3-0 with our last game being the 
most difficult. It was a wonderful experience and I 
learnt so much.’ 
 
Brenda Franklin 
 

E QUESTRIAN  

 
 
 

Our riders have not only been watching 
soccer over the holidays! 
Kathleen Edmonds Royal Show: Dressage 
Fisherton Flyer Novice 4 – 1

st
 

   Novice 6 – 2
nd

 
 

SANEF Schools Final Qualifier: Dressage 
The Guardian Novice 3 – 1

st 
Novice 4 – 2

nd
 

Fisherton Flyer Novice 3 – 2
nd 

Novice 3 – 3
rd

 
 

Equitation (Welcome) 
The Guardian placed 3

rd
 

 

Showing 
The Guardian Working Hunter    1

st
 (Level 3) 

   Performance Riding  1
st
 (Level 4) 

Fisherton Flyer Performance Riding  1
st
 (Level 5) 

 

Panorama Gardens Dressage Shows: 
The Guardian Novice 4 – 2

nd 
Novice 6 – 2

nd
 

Fisherton Flyer Novice 4 – 1
st 

Novice 6 – 1
st
 

 

Reegan Alward - SA Pony Riders’ Championships: 
Kyalami, Johannesburg 
KZN Team Events 
1

st
 in CC Showjumping Championship 

3
rd

 in CB Showjumping Championship 
2

nd
 in Equitation 

 

Individual Classes 
2

nd
 in a Showjumping class 

Placed in 4 other Showjumping classes 
3

rd
 and 4

th
 in two Dressage classes 

 

Hannah Taylor 
Crystal Winter 4

th
 in 80cm Showjumping class 

 
Christa van Rooijen 

  U15B U17B U15C Doubles 

Singles Lost  
24-25 

Lost  
25-29 

Won  
32-4 

- 

Doubles Won  
15-11 

Lost  
11-16 

Won  
16-2 

Won all our 
matches 

U14A U14B U15A U16A 1st 

Won 
26-5 

Won  
20-4 

Won  
52-0 

Drew  
10-10 

Won  
44-4 
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CHANGE OF DATES FOR  

INTER-HOUSE FIELD EVENTS 
  
Owing to the tennis matches which are played 
every Monday, our first day of Field events will be on  
 

Wednesday 11 August: 
U11 and Open High Jump; 
U10 and U12 Long Jump. 

 
Field events will continue as usual on Thursday 12 
August and again on Tuesday 17 August. 
 
Long distance events will continue on Friday 13      
August and the main Inter-House Athletics meeting is 
on Friday 19 August at Eagle Ridge.  
 
We look forward to your support.  
 

Yours in sport 

Gaynor Weir  

The girls are continuing with athletics training and 
learning the starts and relay change-over’s in     
preparation for Inter House. I am also doing the Beep 
test on a regular basis with the girls so that they are 
able to monitor their own fitness. 
 

 
Congratulations to Tessa van der Merwe who has 
been chosen to represent the SA Schools National 
Tennis Team. Tessa will be touring to Malaysia at the 
end of November.  
  
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all 
our tennis players. Of the twenty-nine matches played 
thus far, our girls have convincingly won twenty-five of 
them, lost three and drawn one. This is owing to the 
girls' dedication, determination and talent. It must,   
however, also be said that without Mrs Denise Gouws 
and her expertise, I am not sure that our tennis would 
be where it is today. I would like to extend my       
gratitude and congratulations to Denise and thank her 
for the wonderful work she is doing with our tennis 
players. Thank you also to Mrs Firman for her       
dedication and organisation of the tennis matches. 
 
Mostly, however, our congratulations go to the girls. I 
hope that you will continue in this light, but always   
remain humble and sportsman-like, whether you win 
or lose. 
 

JUNIOR SCHOOL  

TENNIS 

ATHLETICS 


